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OF  THE 


IVCOST  AITCIEITT  &  HOITOIIABI.E  FHATEHNIT? 

O  F 

FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS 

O  F 

AND  MASONIC  JURISDICTION  THEREUNTO  BELONGING, 

Jiccordins:  to  the  Old  Conalitutions. 

O 

■ . - 

AT  a  Quarterly  Grand  Communication  held  in 
the  Hall,  South  Third  Street,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
on  Monday  the  6tli  of  December,  A.  D.  1847,  in  ample  form, 
the  following  Brethren  were  Elected  Grand  Officers  for 
the  ensuing  year,  viz: 

Bro.  PETER  FRITZ,  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  (z'n 
place  of  Bro.  James  Page,  who  declined  a  re-election.') 
Bro.  WILLIAM  WHITNEY,  R.  W.  Deputy  Gd.  Master. 
Bro.  ANTHONY  BOURNONVILLE,  R.  W.  Senior  Grand 
Warden. 

Bro.  JAMES  HUTCHINSON,  R.  W.  Junior  Gd.  Warden, 
Bro.  JOHN  THOMSON,  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Bro.  WILLIAM  H.  ADAMS,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

TRUSTEES  OP  THE  GIRARD  BEQUEST. 

Bros.  Bayse  Newcombe,  Samuel  Badger,  Samuel  H.  Perkins, 
Alexander  Diamond,  Enos  S.  Gandy. 
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ANNUAL  GRAND  COMMUNICATION. 

Philadelphia,  Monday,  Dec.  27,  1847,  X.  5847# 

PRESENT, 

Bro.  James  Page,  R.  W.  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  Peter  Fritz,  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  William  Whitney,  R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Bro.  Ant.  Bournonville,  R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Bro.  John  Thomson,  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Bro.  William  H.  Adams,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  William  English,  Senior  Grand  Deacon,  p.  t. 

Bro.  Samuel  D.  Patterson,  Junior  Grand  Deacon,  p.  t. 

Bro.  Peter  Williamson,  Grand  Marshall. 

Bro.  Jacob  Steiner,  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Bio.  Robert  M‘Culloch,  Grand  Pursuivant. 

Bro.  Ezra  Stiles  Ely,  Grand  Chaplain. 

Bro.  James  Page,  R.  W.  Past  Grand  Master. 

Thirty  nine  Lodges  Represented. 

The  Grand  Lodge  opened  in  ample  form  at  10  o’clock 
in  the  morning. 

The  R.  W.  Grand  Master,  before  leaving  the  chair,  was 
pleased  to  deliver  the  following  highly  eloquent  and  interest¬ 
ing  Valedictory : 

Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Right 
Worshipful  Past  Grand  Masters,  Officers 

and  Members  of  the  Grand  Lodge: 
Brethren, 

The  period  for  rendering  you  an  account  of  my 
stewardship  has  arrived.  My  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  whether  for  good  or  evil,  ends  to-day. 
Let  but  a  few  minutes  pass,  and  I  shall  take  my  place  among 
such  of  my  predecessors  in  this  high  honor  as  are  yet  of 
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earth,  and  occasionally  visit  this  hall,  to  gladden  you  by  their 
presence  and  enlighten  you  by  their  counsels.  Taking  them 
as  patterns,  and  the  principles  they  inculcated  for  my  guide, 
I  have  honestly  striven  to  advance  the  character  and  promote 
the  interests  of  our  noble  Institution.  How  far  I  may  have 
succeeded,  is  not  for  me  to  say — your  judgments  and  time, 
must  decide. 

In  that  administration  I  did  not  seek  merely  to  settle  casesj 
but  I  aimed  at  establishing  rules — to  make  the  course  of  the 
Gi’and  Lodge  fixed  and  certain,  regarding  the  landmarks,  and 
holding  on  to  the  ancient  usages  and  customs  of  the  Order. 
In  doing  this  I  may  have  given  offence  to  some  who  looked 
merely  to  their  local  convenience,  but  when  the  good  of  the 
whole  was  at  stake,  I  did  not  stop  to  avoid  displeasing  a  part. 
The  path  of  duty  being  plain,  1  feared  not  to  travel  it. — I 
felt  that  I  was  placed  here,  not  for  the  purposes  of  popularity, 
but  for  the  preservation  of  order,  discipline,  and  character, 
and  to  the  end  that  our  Temple  might  still  be  a  beacon-light 
to  the  masonic  world.  I  found  that  good  seed  had  been  sown 
by  the  wise  who  preceded  me,  and  my  humble  abilities  were 
directed  to  their  culture,  so  that  the  fruit  might  be  pleasant 
to  the  view  and  wholesome  to  the  taste,  and  the  labor  of  the 
planter  not  thrown  away. 

I  claim  but  little  merit  for  originating — my  pride  has  been 
to  preserve  and  improve,  and  where  departures  had  occurred, 
to  get  back  to  the  true  masonic  ground.  I  hope  that  in  this, 
as  in  other  matters  touching  the  general  w'elfare  of  the  Craft, 
I  have  done  something  to  justify  the  confidence  reposed  in 
me  by  your  spontaneous  suffrages  on  repeated  occasions  since 
my  translation  from  the  floor.  The  labours  of  a  life  could 
never  cancel  the  debt  of  gratitude  imposed  upon  me,  by  your 
constant  kindness  since  my  official  connexion  with  your  body 
— and  now  that  it  is  about  to  terminate  forever,  I  lack  words 
to  thank  you.  I  know  and  feel  that  my  heart  has  ever  been 


masonically  with  you,  and  devotedly  attached  to  the  great 
principles  which  are  the  foundation  of  our  Order.  I  have 
done  but  little — my  only  regret  is,  that  I  could  not  do  more 
in  return  for  the  high  distinctions  I  have  enjoyed,  and  the 
proud  elevation  received  at  your  hands.  My  honors  have 
been  great  and  undeserved,  but  in  the  conferring  of  them 
there  has  been  so  much  spontaneous  feeling,  that  I  shall  ever 
look  upon  every  step  of  my  advancement,  with  emotions  of 
peculiar  pride  and  pleasure. 

My  official  career  has  given  me,  if  possible,  additional  love 
for  the  Institution,  and  it  is  a  happy  reflection  for  me,  that 
in  passing  away  from  office  and  its  cares,  I  leave  the  Grand 
Lodge  abounding  in  harmony,  and  that  I  can  see,  in  the  dis¬ 
tant  horizon,  no  cloud  wdiich  threatens  to  overshadow  or  dis¬ 
turb  its  peace.  All  is  bright  w'ith  hope,  and  we  have  but  to 
move  wisely  and  prudently  in  the  future,  to  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  the  dearest  wishes  of  the  sincere  masonic  bosom.  In 
the  realization  of  these  I  trust  I  shall  ever  be  found  willing 
to  counsel  with  my  best  judgment,  and  labor  wuth  unabated 
brotherly  zeal,  for  in  ending  my  official  connexion,  I  cannot 
sever  the  tie  which  binds  me  to  you  all.  That  shall  be  kept 
unbroken — for  if  I  could  lose  my  interest  in  the  Order,  grati¬ 
tude  would  not  permit  me  to  estrange  myself  from  those  who 
had  so  signally  promoted  and  honored  me.  Approaching  as 
I  do,  “the  sere  and  yellow  leaf”  of  age,  I  will  strive  still  to 
be  with,  and  of  you,  until  nature’s  last  and  greatest  debt  be 
paid,  and  the  places  I  have  known  shall  know'  me  no  more. 

At  the  close  of  my  administration  it  is  exceedingly  grati¬ 
fying  to  me  to  find  that  the  Order  is  in  a  highly  prosperous 
and  flourishing  condition.  Pursuing  the  even  tenor  of  its 
way,  it  has  withstood  the  assaults  of  its  enemies,  and  gained 
largely  upon  the  confidence  of  its  friends,  while  its  members 
have  been  bound  to  it  by  stronger  ties,  from  the  consciousness 
of  its  persecution  bv  the  designing  and  malicious.  The  preju- 
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dices  which  were  at  one  time  arrayed  against  it  by  bad  men, 
and  extensively  adopted  by  mistaken  ones,  have  now  almost 
entirely  ceased  to  exist,  and  the  moral  and  charitable  influ¬ 
ences  which  it  justly  possesses,  are  beginning  to  be  more 
widely  diffused  and  generally  felt.  I  congratulate  you  sin¬ 
cerely,  my  brethren,  on  this  most  auspicious  and  happy  con¬ 
dition  of  our  Masonic  affairs.  Let  it  be  the  great  duty  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  as  the  supreme  and  regulating  power  in  this 
Jurisdiction,  to  preserve  and  strengthen  this  salutary  state  of 
things;  and  may  the  subordinate  Lodges  so  act  in  their  several 
spheres,  as  to  uphold,  encourage,  and  fortify  their  common 
Parent  in  her  labors  of  Love  and  Charity,  so  that  she  may 
point  to  them  with  pride,  and  be  able  at  all  times  to  exclaim, 
in  the  language  of  the  mother  of  the  Gracchi,  “These  are 
my  jewels!” 

The  subjects  of  prominent  and  peculiar  interest,  and  to 
which  I  propose  briefly  to  call  your  attention,  are 
The  Charity  Fund, 

The  Girard  Bequest, 

The  State  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges,  and 
The  Order  generally  in  this  Jurisdiction,  and  the  condition  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  as  to  her  Finances  and  Real  Estate. 

The  Charity  Fund  now  consists  of  23  Shares  of  Masonic 
Loan,  at  the  par  value  of  S 100  per  share,  £2300:00 

Certificates  of  Gas  Loan,  equal  to  -  -  1844  :  55 

Ground  Rent  at  Chester,  ...  354  .  qq 

S4498  :55 

Yielding  an  Interest  of  6  per  cent  per  annum, 
and  a  Lot  of  Ground  in  Germantown  at  present 
unproductive: — To  which  may  be  added  the 
balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  per  last 
Report,  of  -  -  -  -  S  78  : 39 

Balance  due  by  a  for.mer  Treasurer,  98  :  67 


177 :06 
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The  Income  from  this  Fund  should  he  specially  set  apart 
for  the  relief  of  such  of  the  widows  and  children  of  deceased 
brethren,  as  stand  in  need  and  are  worthy  of  assistance,  and  by 
its  judicious  distribution,  much  practical  good  may  be  effected. 

Poor  and  deserving  Brethren  can  be  at  all  times  benefitted 
from  the  other  and  larger  fund,  and  care  should  be  taken  to 
hold  this  sacred  for  the  objects  I  have  referred  to; — for  hard 
indeed  is  the  lot  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  when  the 
smile  that  should  cheer,  and  the  hand  that  would  sustain  them, 
are  blighted  and  cold  in  the  gloom  of  the  grave. 

It  should  be  with  us  a  leading  measure  to  add  to  this  sum, 
so  that  in  time  we  might  make  it  as  extensive  and  useful  as 
the  Girard  Bequest.  Our  Churilies  would  then  be  on  a  basis 
“whole  as  the  marble,  solid  as  the  rock.”  The  cry  of  despair 
from  the  helpless  and  the  weak  could  not  strike  our  ears  in 
vain.  Let  our  practice  ever  be  “to  wipe  the  tear  from  the  eye 
of  distress,  cheer  the  heart  of  the  mourner,  clothe  the  naked, 
feed  the  hungry,  and  prevent  by  anticipation  the  wants  of  the 
unfortunate.”  Such  deeds  of  benevolence  and  love  will  be 
our  best  monuments  in  the  tide  of  time,  and  fit  us  for  that 
Lodge  not  made  with  hands,  but  immortal  in  Heaven. 

By  the  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Girard  Bequest,  made 
at  our  last  Grand  Communication,  it  appears  that  in  March, 
1844,  it  had  reached  the  sum  of  S  30.000,  the  limit  assigned 
it  by  the  munificent  Testator,  w  ith  a  surplus  of  interest  then 
in  hand,  amounting  to  _  -  _  .  g  1322: 52 

That  the  interest  and  income  since  that  time  and 
up  to  June  1847,  amounted  to  -  -  -  5491  :  55 

Shew  ing  a  total  of  -  _  _  6814:07 

Of  this  amount  there  has  been  paid  in  charity 
under  the  appropriations  of  the  G.  Lodge,  S  3600 
With  an  appropriation  for  like  objects  in  June, 

1847,  of  ....  1800  5400:00 


which  leaves  a  balance  of  interest  unappropriated,  of  1414  :  07 
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This  sum  the  Trustees  wisely  invested  in  Masonic  6  per 
cent  Stock,  with  a  view  to  the  saving  of  interest,  and  from 
their  Report  it  appears  that  it  is  at  any  moment  subject  to 
your  disposition  should  the  calls  upon  our  benevolence  render 
a  resort  to  it  necessary. 

During  the  recent  year,  the  Stewards  having  the  special 
charge  of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  this  noble  charity, 
have  paid  in  the  way  of  relief  to  poor  and  reputable  brethren, 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  four  <lollars, 
leaving  a  balance  in  their  hands  of  Sl66  to  be  yet  distributed. 
Forty  four  of  the  applicants  hailed  from  our  own  jurisdiction, 
four  of  whom  have  since  deceased — and  twenty  two  have 
hailed  from  other  jurisdictions.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  this 
Charity  has  been  made  as  extensive  as  possible,  and  that  the 
intentions  of  the  great  and  good  brother  by  whom  it  W’as 
established,  are  being  carried  out  in  a  way  to  satisfy  the  fra¬ 
ternity,  and  produce  its  impression  upon  the  outward  world. 
It  is  scarcely  possible  to  estimate  the  relief  which  has  already 
been  given,  nor  that  which  is  yet  to  spring  from  this  fountain 
of  brotherly  love.  Many  a  languishing  head  and  aching  heart 
have  had  the  hours  of  their  affliction  shortened,  if  not  re¬ 
moved,  through  its  instrumentality,  and  the  path  of  a  sinking 
brother  to  his  grave  has  been  made  easier  by  the  balm  which 
it  shed  when  the  dark  clouds  of  death  gathered  around  him. 
It  is  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  our  departed  Brother, 
erected  in  the  heart  of  every  mason,  and  destined  to  last 
while  time  endures. 

I  cannot  part  from  this  pleasing  subject,  without  awarding 
to  the  Trustees,  President,  Stewards  and  the  other  Officers 
and  Brethren  connected  with  the  care  and  distribution  of  this 
Fund,  high  praise  for  their  attention  and  zeal  in  the  discharge 
of  the  responsible  task  imposed  upon  them.  It  necessarily 
required  considerable  time  and  great  labor,  and  these  have 
been  cheerfully  given  by  them  all,  and  a  devotion  of  the  most 
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marked  and  gratifying  character  exhibited  in  every  stage  of 
their  proceedings.  Theirs  indeed  has  been  a  work  of  love, 
and  I  can  only  say  to  them,  while  tendering  my  thanks  for 
their  faithfulness,  that  they  will  find  a  more  grateful  and  fit¬ 
ting  reward  for  it  in  the  consciousness  of  a  duty  performed, 
and  the  approbation  of  their  own  hearts,  without  which  we 
can  have  but  little  pleasure  here,  and  can  hope  for  nothing 
hereafter. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  progress  of  the  Order  in  the  last  two 
years,  I  will  state  that  seven  Lodges  have  been  revived;  to 
wit:  No.  75,  at  Phoenixville — No.  81,  at  Germantown —and 
No.  134,  at  Philadelphia,  b}*  the  Grand  Master,  accompanied 
by  the  Grand  Officers; — No.  70,  at  Athens,  Bradford  County 
■ — No.  106,  at  Williamsport,  Lycoming  County — No.  141,  at 
Halifax,  Dauphin  County — and  No.  163,  at  Monroeton,  Brad¬ 
ford  County,  by  dispensations  issued  to  District  Deputy  Grand 
Masters.  During  the  same  period,  seven  new  Warrants  have 
been  granted: — to  Nos.  219  and  221  at  Pittsburg — No.  223, 
Allegheny — No.  220,  Hollidaysburg, — No.  222,  Minersville 
— No.  224,  Danville — and  No.  225,  Greensburg.  New  War¬ 
rants  have  also  been  applied  for  and  are  now  under  considera¬ 
tion  for  Lodges  at  Lebanon,  Mauch  Chunk,  and  Erie,  and  a 
revival  requested  for  No.  25  at  Bristol.  There  are  peculiar 
features  connected  with  this  latter  application,  and  I  had 
hoped,  that  before  the  expiration  of  my  official  term,  such  an 
understanding  would  have  been  had  with  parties  exercising 
a  controlling  pow’er,  as  to  secure  for  its  legitimate  ends,  cer¬ 
tain  real  estate  originally  designed  for  Masonic  purposes. 
Circumstances,  however,  have  prevented  this,  and  the  matter 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  a  Committee  who  will,  no  doubt,  by 
prompt  and  vigorous  action,  bring  the  affair  to  a  proper  con¬ 
clusion. 

The  applications  for  revivals  have  been  numerous,  but  in 
cases  where  the  warrant,  together  with  the  books,  papers  and 


jewels  of  the  Lodge  had  not  been  surrendered,  and  returns 
made  for  a  long  time,  the  applications  were  refused.  It  was 
deemed  advisable  to  hold  the  Brethren  to  the  requisitions  of 
the  Masonic  Law,  so  that  all  may  see  how  necessary  it  is  to 
bear  in  mind  and  live  up  to  its  enactments.  In  several  of  the 
cases  where  the  requests  for  revival  were  not  acquiesced  in 
for  the  reasons  stated,  new  warrants  were  applied  for  and 
granted,  and  the  revenue  of  the  Grand  Lodge  thereby  increased. 

In  this  instance  as  well  as  others,  I  have  seen  the  beneficial 
results  springing  from  a  steady  adherence  to  the  provisions 
of  our  Constitution.  It  is  worse  than  useless  to  have  a  written 
law,  if  the  mere  will  or  caprice  of  an  individual  is  to  set  it 
aside — or  if  the  desire  to  accommodate  those  who  ask  for 
what  is  improper  is  to  be  indulged  at  the  sacrifice  of  duty. 
There  is  but  one  rule,  and  that  is  to  enforce  the  law  as  you 
find  it — if  it  be  unjust  or  oppressive,  modify  or  repeal  it: — 
It  will  be  a  fatal  error  to  act  otherwise,  and  so  make  your 
regulations  ropes  of  sand,  to  be  broken  at  pleasure. 

In  the  last  twelve  months,  accompanied  by  the  Grand 
Officers,  I  have  visited  twenty  one  Lodges,  within  the  city 
limits.  Grand  visitations  have  also  been  made  to  No.  211  at 
Kensington — No.  62,  Reading — No.  138,  Orwigsburg — No. 
216,  Pottsville — No.  43,  Lancaster — and  No.  190,  Norris¬ 
town.  These  were  all  found  to  be  in  a  sound  and  increasing 
state.  Every  where  evidences  of  harmony  in  the  Craft,  and 
zeal  among  the  Officers  and  Brethren  were  manifest.  The 
Reports  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  prepared  after  a  careful  and 
minute  investigation  of  the  minutes,  bore  testimony  to  the 
accuracy  which  marked  the  labors  of  each  of  the  Lodges,  and 
satisfied  me  that  the  work,  as  taught  by  my  predecessors,  and 
to  which  it  had  been  my  special  object  rigidly  to  adhere,  had 
been  their  guide,  and  that  no  variations  of  a  character  deserv¬ 
ing  notice  had  been  permitted  to  obtain  a  foothold.  In  these 
visits  the  most  marked  attention  was  extended  to  myself  and 
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the  other  Grand  Officers,  and  we  returned  highly  pleased 
with  the  respect  exhibited  by,  and  the  kindness  received  at 
the  hands  of  the  brethren  generally. 

It  is  not  practicable  to  give  the  Lodges  out  of  the  city  far¬ 
ther  supervision  than  I  have  stated,  nor  if  practicable,  is  it 
regarded  as  politic  to  extend  the  circle  of  these  visits,  as  it  is 
the  special  duty  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  to  ex¬ 
amine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Lodges,  in  their  respective 
circuits,  and  make  report  of  their  condition,  and  their  manner 
of  working,  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  No  doubt  in  good  season 
we  shall  have  returns  from  these  Officers,  and  the  results 
found  to  be  such  as  to  cheer  us  in  our  masonic  labors. 

While,  however,  the  Country  Lodges  must  mainly  be  left 
to  the  supervisory  powers  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand 
Masters,  there  should  be  an  effort  made  on  the  part  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  to  give  them  occasional  instruction  through 
the  medium  of  a  competent  Lecturer.  The  subject  is  now 
under  consideration  by  the  Grand  Officers,  and  I  hope  that 
they  may  be  able  to  report  favorably  at  an  early  period,  and 
devise  a  plan  by  which  the  wishes  of  our  brethren  in  the 
interior  may  be  gratified. 

The  Districts  in  the  State  remain  as  established  last  St. 
John’s  Day,  with  the  exception  that  a  new  one  has  been 
created  out  of  the  Counties  of  Allegheny,  Beaver,  and  West¬ 
moreland,  to  which  brother  Samuel  McKinley  of  Pittsburg 
was  appointed,  these  Counties  containing  the  requisite  num¬ 
ber  of  Lodges  to  constitute  a  District,  according  to  a  recent 
resolution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  propriety  of  which,  time 
has  abundantly  shewn,  and  the  character  of  the  Order  re¬ 
quires  should  hereafter  be  enforced. 

The  Order  has  not  merely  increased  in  strength,  but  it  has 
expanded  in  character  and  usefulness.  We  find  the  intelligent 
and  moral  of  all  classes  of  society  approaching  our  portals 
and  seeking  admission  into  our  Temple.  The  sacred  desk, 
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the  learned  professions,  the  man  of  science,  and  the  artisan 
and  mechanic,  offer  the  benefit  of  their  varied  knowledge, 
and  give  additional  dignity  and  lustre  to  the  Institution.  We 
should  be  careful  therefore,  not  to  touch  upon  any  matter  not 
truly  masonic,  and  which  is  calculated  to  offend  sectarian 
feeling,  or  strike  at  religious  prejudices;  for  here  we  are. 
bound  to  treat  all  who  approach,  as  children  of  the  same 
Great  Father,  in  whom  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our 
being.  He  that  permits  the  influences  of  his  creed  to  govern 
him  in  his  vote  or  actions  as  a  member  of  the  Fraternity, 
lacks  the  proper  feeling.  He  may  profess,  but  he  cannot 
practise  upon  the  principles  which  it  is  the  design  of  Masonry 
to  preserve  and  forever  establish.  He  should  never  forget, 
that  to  “  trust  in  God”  makes  us  all  equal,  so  far  as  our  reli¬ 
gious  faith  is  concerned. 

Referring  to  the  condition  of  our  finances,  I  am  not  without 
a  feeling;  of  satisfaction  arising  from  a  consciousness  of  its 
decided  improvement,  and  the  exhibit  I  am  about  to  make, 
will,  I  am  sure,  be  productive  of  pleasure  to  you. 

As  set  forth  in  my  address  delivered  in  June,  1847,  the 
liabilities  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  of  every  description,  were 
put  down  at  S  78,401  :  98,  and  these  so  remain.  Towards  the 
extinguishment  of  this  debt,  the  Sinking  Fund,  held  before 


the  commencement  of  my  administration, 

64  Shares  of  Masonic  Loan  at  par,  -  -  -  S  6400 

10  do.  were  added  by  purchase  in  1846,  -  -  1000 

and  51  more  in  1847,  say  .  .  _  .  5100 

so  that  the  amount  actually  invested  in  the 

Sinking  Fund  on  this  day,  is  -  -  -  S  12,500 


Shewing  a  reduction  of  the  debt  within  the  last  two  years,  of 
S6100,  nearlj^  equal  in  amount  to  what  had  been  done  in  all 
the  years  preceding  my  advancement  to  this  Chair,  and  hold¬ 
ing  out  the  liveliest  hopes  for  the  gradual  and  certain  extin- 


giiishment,  at  no  distant  period,  from  this  source  alone,  of 
our  indebtedness,  which  now  amounts  to  (less  the  Sinking 
Fund)  the  sum  of  §63,901  :  98.  The  interest  upon  the  Sink¬ 
ing  Fund,  will  be  paid  up  to  the  1st  of  January,  1S4S,  when 
it  will  be  increased  by  that  amount.  Another  feature  which 
'may  be  named  in  this  connexion,  of  a  gratifying  character,  is 
the  fact  that  within  a  year  past  §  15,500  of  our  debt  have 
passed  from  strangers  hands  into  our  owm  Trust  Funds,  and 
the  Subordinate  Lodges,  thus  making  our  position  still  more 
secure. 

The  Real  Estate  w’as  estimated  at  that  time,  at  §14.3,000, 
and  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  estimate  too  high.  It 
consists  of  the  Hall  and  Lot  in  Chesnut  street,  and  the  Hall 
in  w'hich  we  are  now  assembled,  with  its  appurtenances — 
extensive  and  valuable  properties. 

The  hope  I  held  out  to  you  in  that  address,  has  thus  far 
been  partially  realized.  By  permitting  matters  to  remain  un¬ 
disturbed,  we  have  extended  our  resources,  increased  our 
revenues,  and  diminished  our  liabilities. 

The  gross  Receipts  for  1S47,  were  §  13,828  :  48,  while  the 
pa3^ments  for  the  same  period,  including  §5100  for  the  Sink¬ 
ing  Fund,  were  §  11,499  :  20,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  hands 
of  the  Treasurer  at  this  time,  of  §2329  :  23.  Compared  with 
other  years,  this  exhibits  a  large  and  gratifying  increase,  and 
is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  improvements  so  apparent  in 
every  branch  of  our  Revenue,  and  by  the  judicious  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Real  Estate. 

But  few  of  the  city  Lodges  remain  in  arrears  to  the  Grand 
Imdge.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  any  of  them  should  prove 
dilatory  in  the  discharge  of  this  paramount  duty;  the  more 
so,  as  it  is  believed  the  delinquent  Lodges  possess  the  means 
to  cancel  their  obligations.  They  are  No.  2,  §  146  :  75 — No. 
52,  §25— No.  130,  §  142:75— No.  186,  §160. 

1  he  Hall  in^Chesnut  street,  with  the  ground  attached,  has 


been  a  source  of  constant  anxiety  to  the  Grand  Ijodge.  At 
one  time,  the  project  of  absolutely  disposing  of  the  same  for 
a  fixed  price,  was  seriously  entertained,  and  efforts  made  to 
carry  it  into  efiect.  It  was  hoped  that  this  step  would  lead  to 
the  payment  of  the  debt,  and  reduce  the  burthens  of  the  Su¬ 
bordinate  Lodges.  While  I  had  a  lingering  feeling  in  favor 
of  the  return  of  the  Order  to  our  former  location,  I  saw  the 
necessity  of  a  sale,  and  was  in  favor  of  it.  Fortunately,  (as 
events  have  since  shewm,)  it  could  not  be  accomplished,  and 
the  subsequent  lease  of  the  premises  for  a  period  of  five  years, 
greatly  relieved  our  financial  concerns,  turned  the  building  to 
less  objectionable  uses,  and  has  been  so  far  productive  of  a 
handsome  income. 

The  present  lessee  has  not  paid  his  rent  with  the  punctu¬ 
ality  that  is  desirable,  and  although  somewhat  in  arrears,  I 
suggest  to  the  Grand  Lodge  the  policy,  as  well  as  propriety, 
of  relieving  him  from  a  part  of  the  burthen  he  is  now'  labor¬ 
ing  under.  There  are  some  allowances  of  an  equitable  cha¬ 
racter  which  should  be  made,  and  these  will  reduce  the 
balance  now’  due  by  him  ;  and  I  further  suggest  whether  it 
would  not  be  to  the  interest  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  reduce 
his  rent,  less  the  amount  of  the  taxes,  which  by  the  lease  he 
is  bound  to  pay  annually.  It  is  my  opinion  he  ought  to  be 
encouraged  by  some  help  in  this  w  ay,  and  the  matter  so  fixed 
as  will  lead  to  his  continuance  in  the  building  until  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  his  term,  a  result  greatly  to  be  desired,  view  it  in 
what  aspect  we  may.  An  arrangement  such  as  I  have  referred 
to,  will  be  found  mutually  beneficial,  and  I  commend  it  to  the 
early  and  favorable  consideration  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

When  the  lease  shall  have  expired,  but  not  before,  I  suggest 
the  propriety  of  disposing  of  so  much  of  the  ground  in  front 
of  the  Hall,  as  will  give  four  lots,  20  feet  by  90,  with  a 
passage  way  to  the  rear  of  21  feet  7  inches  wide.  These  lots 
ought  to  bring  at  least  S  18,000  each.  There  will  then  remain 
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of  the  lot  on  Lodge  alley,  lOt  feet  7  inches,  by  78  feet  deep, 
for  a  New  Hall,  with  all  the  necessary  passage  ways,  including 
the  one  into  Chesnut  street  of  21  feet  7  inches.  The  old  Hall 
to  be  torn  down,  and  the  materials  used  in  constructing  ano¬ 
ther  on  the  above  lot,  solelt  for  masonic  purposes. 

The  Stores  already  built  upon  Chesnut  street,  might  be 
raised  upon  by  the  purchaser,  and  made  four  stories  high 
without  difficulty,  according  to  a  plan  which  has  been  pre¬ 
pared,  or  any  other  which  might  hereafter  be  adopted.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  this  estimate,  the  debt  of  the  Grand  Lodge  would 
be  entirely  discharged  by  this  operation — a  new  and  commo¬ 
dious  building  erected  on  the  preferred  Masonic  ground,  and 
the  Order  placed  in  a  perfectly  independent  and  comfortable 
condition.  The  details  of  the  plan  I  will  take  occasion  to 
submit  at  some  other  and  more  appropriate  period  than  the 
present. 

In  calling  your  attention  to  this  proposition,  I  wish  to  im¬ 
press  upon  your  minds  my  most  earnest  desire,  that  it  should 
not  be  entered  into  hastily  or  prematurely.  It  is  not  my  in¬ 
tention  or  wish  to  disturb  the  existing  state  of  things,  which 
appears  to  me  to  be  as  flattering  as  w'e  could  desire.  I  present 
it  thus  early  to  your  notice,  because  its  accomplishment  can 
only  be  effected  through  forbearance  and  patience.  By  wisely 
husbanding  our  means,  and  carefully  shaping  our  course,  the 
desirable  haven  may  be  reached  within  a  reasonable  period. 
Yet  a  few  years,  and  we  shall  again  be  in  the  place  so  familiar 
to  most  of  us,  and  to  w  hich  our  hearts  turn  with  the  longings 
of  a  first  love.  Let  us  look  forward  then,  with  hope,  to  this 
result,  and  labor  with  zeal  for  its  accomplishment.  Let  it  be  * 
an  object  ever  present  to  our  thoughts  and  dear  to  our  bosoms, 
and  carefully  avoid  losing  it  forever  by  indiscretion  or  preci-  j 
pitancy.  I  can  but  repeat  the  admonition  I  gave  you  in  one  ■ 
of  my  former  addresses,  to  let  things  alone;  do  this  and  your 
debt  wall  soon  be  extinguished — your  ancient  Hall  restored  I 
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to  you,  and  the  Subordinate  Lodges  relieved,  to  a  great  ex¬ 
tent,  of  the  burthens  which  now  press  upon  them. 

It  is  well  known  to  you  all,  that  this  Grand  Lodge  has 
been  uniformly  opposed  to  the  establishment  of  a  General 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  United  States,  and  to  Masonic  publica¬ 
tions,  with  a  few  exceptions.  She  assumed  this  position  more 
than  fifty  years  since,  and  has  never  departed  from  it.  When¬ 
ever  the  subject  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge  was  presented  to 
her  consideration  by  those  favorable  to  the  project,  she  caused 
it  to  be  carefully  examined  by  her  wise  and  experienced 
Brethren.  Our  records  shew  their  reasoning,  and  the  conclu¬ 
sions  to  which  they  arrived.  To  these  we  turn,  and  are  at 
once  convinced,  as  they  were,  (time  strengthening  their 
views,)  that  the  scheme  can  be  productive  of  no  good  to 
the  Order,  and  may  cause  much  evil;  an  opinion  I  hope  the 
Grand  Lodge  will  adhere  to  in  all  time  to  come. 

I  am  led  to  these  remarks,  in  consequence  of  the  unmasonic 
and  unbrotherly  notice  taken  of  our  course  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Missouri,  in  the  Report  of  a  Committee  of  which 
Brother  J.  W.  S.  Mitchell,  Past  Grand  Master,  and  present 
Grand  Secretary  of  that  Lodge,  who  is  about  to  publish  a 
Masonic  Periodical,  was  Chairman.  He  says,  speaking  of 
Pennsylvania,  “I'his  Grand  Lodge  seems  to  be  satisfied  with 
“  itself,  and  dissatisfied  with  every  body  else.  She  opposes 
“everything,  and  proposes  nothing.”  There  is  a  want  of 
courtesy  here,  if  nothing  worse.  We  oppose  everything 
and  propose  nothing,  like  innovation.  We  wish  to  hand 
Masonry  down  to  others  as  it  came  to  us,  and  are  content  to 
stand  by  the  Jincient  Land-mark$,  usages  and  customs  of 
the  Order.  We  fear,  and  will  not  touch  anything  modern, 
for  the  strength  and  perpetuity  of  the  Order  are  to  be  found 
in  its  uniformity,  unchangeableness,  and  secresy.  This  is  to 
be  satisfied  with  the  work  of  others,  not  our  own.  We  in¬ 
terfere  with  no  other  Grand  Lodge,  and  simply  ask  to  be  let 
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alone.  Il  seems  to  me  that  those  who  walk  out  of  their  way 
to  disturb  the  existing  order  of  things,  are  the  dissatisfied 
ones,  and  it  is  not  exactly  fair  to  say  we  are  so,  because  we 
decline  embarking  in  the  schemes  which  have  been  started 
either  for  the  pui’pose  of  profit  or  ambition.  Their  projectors 
can  prosecute,  or  end  them,  as  they  please.  We,  however, 
will  take  no  part  in  such  movements.  I  cannot  perceive, 
therefore,  the  slightest  reason  for  this  unkind  record  on  the 
part  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri.  Our  relations  with 
the  other  sister  Grand  Lodges  of  the  Union,  are  of  the  most 
friendly  and  pleasant  character,  and  I  trust  they  will  ever  so 
continue. 

And  now,  but  little  more  remains  to  be  said:  To  the  Grand 
Officers,  with  whom  for  years  I  have  been  associated,  but 
more  especially  to  such  of  them  as  have  borne  a  part  during 
my  administration  as  your  Grand  Master,  I  tender  my  thanks 
for  their  kind  and  cordial  support.  Never  in  the  course  of 
my  life,  has  it  been  my  lot  to  encounter  colleagues,  more 
pleasant  in  intercourse,  or  more  sincere  in  feeling.  Prompt, 
intelligent,  and  respectful,  it  was  delightful  to  be  the  head  of 
such  a  body. — In  tbe  discharge  of  my  duties  I  found  them  at 
all  times  ready  to  counsel  wisely,  and  adopt  prudently,  ever 
governed,  like  myself,  by  the  sole  desire  of  upholding  the 
character,  and  advancing  the  interests,  ,of  the  Great  Head  of 
the  Craft.  To  sever  such  a  connexion,  cannot  be  unmixed 
with  pain.  I  beg  them  to  be  assured  of  my  deep  and  fraternal 
regard,  and  as  the  last  act  of  my  official  life,  vouch  for  their 
zeal  and  faithfulness,  and  commend  them  to  your  undimin¬ 
ished  and  lasting  confidence.  In  like  manner  I  commend  to 
them  this  Lodge,  its  interests,  and  its  character.  A  solemn 
trust  is  reposed  in  their  hands,  and  the  responsibility  should 
be  felt,  as  I  am  sure  it  will  be,  and  spur  them  onward  in 
their  labors  for  its  happiness  and  glory;  for  in  the  promotion 
of  these,  they  will  lay  up  a  rich  harvest  of  joy  and  renowm 
for  themselves. 
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And  to  you,  Brethren,  the  source  of  all  the  pleasure,  and 
all  the  honor  I  have  enjoyed  in  this  noble  Institution,  the 
fountain  of  my  fame  in  the  masonic  world,  I  repeat  the  ac¬ 
knowledgments  of  my  indebtedness  for  your  stead}'-  attach¬ 
ment  and  manifest  trust.  I  shall  carry  with  me  into  retirement 
the  recollection  of  your  brotherly  regard  and  affection,  only 
to  be  lost  when  the  tongue  which  now  falters  through  sorrow, 
and  the  heart  whose  pulsations  quicken  with  gratitude,  shall 
be  stilled  in  the  coldness  of  death. 

Brethren — The  sore  afflictions  I  have  recently  undergone 
in  domestic  life,  weigh  heavily  upon  my  spirits.  This  sepa¬ 
ration  is  with  me  an  additional  cause  for  sadness — but  it  must 
be  so.  Before  bidding  you  adieu,  may  I  ask  each  one  and  all 
of  you  to  overlook  the  errors  and  omissions  of  the  Chair — to 
forget  and  forgive  all  I  may  have  said  or  done  to  produce 
pain  or  cause  offence,  and  allow  me  a  slight  place  in  your 
fraternal  remembrance  hereafter.  So  entreating,  as  your 
Grand  Master  then,  1  take  my  leave  of  you  for  ever. 
“May  freedom,  harmony,  and  love, 

“Cement  you  in  the  grand  design; 

“  Beneath  the  omniscient  eye  above, 

“The  glorious  Architect,  divine.” 

Sn**  — Lodges  No.  2,  52  &  186 — mentioned  in  page  12,  have  since  paid 

The  Grand  Officers  elect  were  then  duly  installed. 

The  R.  W.  Grand  Master,  Peter  Fritz,  having  taken  the 
Chair,  announced  the  following  appointments,  to  wit; 

DISTRICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  MASTERS. 

Bro.  of  the  City  of  Lancaster,  for 

the  County  of  Lancaster. 

Bro.  Wm.  B.  Potts,  of  Orwigsburg,  for  the  Counties  of 
Schuylkill,  Northampton  and  Carbon. 

Bro.  Jos.  L.  Stichter,  of  Reading,  for  the  County  of  Berks. 

Bro.  C.  P.  Gummert,  of  Brownsville,  for  the  Counties  of 
Fayette,  Greene,  and  Washington.  [  C  } 


Bro  .Samuel  M'Kinley,  of  Pittsburg,  for  Allegheny,  Bea¬ 
ver  and  Westmoreland. 

Bro.  Benjamin  Parke,  of  Harrisburg,  for  the  Counties  of 
Dauphin,  Mifflin,  Cumberland,  Huntingdon,  Franklin,  Blair 
and  Lebanon. 

Bro.  George  C.  Welker,  of  Sunbury,  for  the  Counties  of 
Northumberland,  Union,  Clinton,  Lycoming  and  Columbia. 

Bro.  Henry  Pettibone,  of  Wilkesbarre,  for  the  Counties  of 
Luzerne,  Susquehanna,  Wayne,  Pike  and  Bradford. 

GRAND  CHAPLAINS. 

Bros  Rev.  John  Chambers — Peter  Van  Pelt — Orson  Dou¬ 
glass — J.  J.  Kerr — J.  L.  Burrows — H.  W.  Ducachet — Ezra 
Stiles  Ely — Edmund  Neville. 

Bro.  C.  C.  Williams,  Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

Bro.  George  Griscom,  Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Bros.  Wm.  English  and  James  Simpson,  Grand  Stewards. 

Bro.  Peter  Williamson,  Grand  Marshal. 

Bro.  Jacob  Steiner,  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Bro.  William  S.  Shultz,  Grand  Pursuivant. 

Bro.  William  B.  Schnider,  Grand  Tyler. 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  CHARITY  FUND. 

Bros.  George  Griscom,  John  Bradley,  John  Allen,  Tobias 
Buehler  and  John  S.  Kelly. 

COMMITTEE  OF  FINANCE. 

Bros.  George  Smith,  Alexander  E.  Dougherty,  George  H. 
Oliver,  Joseph  R.  Flanigen  and  Samuel  D.  Patterson. 

COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE: 

Bro.  D.  C.  Skerrett,  J.  W.  McGrath,  W.  Sayre  Hey  sham. 

COMMITTEE  TO  REVISE  THE  BY-LAWS  OF  SFBORDIITATE  LODGES. 

Bros.  John  M.  Read,  William  H.  Adams,  James  Page. 

COMMITTEE  TO  EXAMINE  THE  TRANSACTIONS  OF  LAST  TEAR, 

AND  SELECT  FOR  PUBLICATION. 

Bros.  Edward  P.  Lescure,  Wm.  Clinton,  Joshua  Mitchell. 
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HALL  COMMITTEE. 

Bros.  Charles  M‘Karaher,  Robert  Patton,  John  C.  Smith. 

COMMITTEE  ON  LANDMARKS. 

Bros.  Bayse  Newcomb,  Jos.  R.  Chandler,  S.  H.  Perkins. 

The  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary  appointed  Bro.  J.  E.  Richard¬ 
son  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Secretary. 

On  motion  duly  made  and  seconded,  it  was  unanimously 
Resolved, 

That  R.  W.  Past  Grand  Master  Bro.  James  Page,  be 
requested  to  furnish  for  publication  a  copy  of  the  Addresses 
delivered  to  the  Subordinate  Lodges  during  his  Grand  Visita¬ 
tions;  also  his  Valedictory  delivered  this  day. 

Resolved, 

That  the  Committee  on  Publications  be  directed  to  have 
the  Addresses  delivered  by  Past  Grand  Master  Bro.  James 
Page  to  the  Subordinate  Lodges  during  his  Grand  Visitations, 
as  well  as  his  Valedictory  delivered  this  day;  printed  and 
done  up  in  pamphlet  form,  together  with  a  list  of  the  present 
elected  and  appointed  Officers: 

A  copy  of  which  to  be  distributed  to  each  member  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  each  Grand  Lodge  in  correspondence  with 
this  Grand  Lodge. 

The  following  was  submitted  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  and 
unanimously  adopted,  to  wit: 

SWftmas, 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  is  deeply  sensible 
of  tbe  obligations  they  are  under  for  the  services  rendered  by 
Bro.  James  Page,  Esq.,  their  late  Grand  Master,  in  the 
various  stations  which  he  has  filled  in  this  Grand  Lodge,  and 
particularly  for  the  able  and  impartial  manner  with  which  he 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  high  and  responsible  station 
which  he  has  just  left,  and  under  whose  auspices  and  guar’ 
dianship,  the  Institution  has  almost  arisen  to  her  former 
strength  and  splendor. 
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Therefore  he  it  Hesolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  be  presented  to  Brother  James  Page,  for 
the  able,  dignified,  impartial,  and  truly  masonic  manner  in 
which  he  has  performed,  the  arduous  duties  of  Grand  Master 
during  the  whole  of  his  official  term,  expressing  the  hope 
that  he  will  still  continue  his  brotherly  advice  and  assistance 
— Conveying  to  him  their  best  wishes  for  the  prolongation  of 
his  useful  life  in  health  and  happiness;  and  when  the  journey 
of  life  shall  be  at  an  end,  “  When  the  silver  cord  shall  be 
loosed,  and  the  golden  bowl  broken,”  may  he  be  enabled 
to  work  an  entrance  into  that  better  Grand  Lodge,  whose 
builder  and  founder  is  GOD. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Officers  be  a  Committee  to 
present  to  the  late  Grand  Master  a  copy  of  the  foregoing 
preamble  and  resolution. 

Bro.  P.  G.  M.  Jas.  Page  referred  to  the  gratification  he  felt  in 
seeing  among  the  number  of  visiting  Brethren  present,  Past 
Grand  Master  Bro.  W.  .1.  Reese,  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  one  of  the  shining  lights  of  the  Order;  and 
moved  that  he  be  elected  an  Honorary  Member  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  which  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to;  and  on  its 
being  announced  to  Brother  Reese  by  the  Grand  Master,  he 
returned  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  in  an  elo¬ 
quent  and  truly  masonic  address. 

Communications  have  been  received,  and  the  interesting 
matter  communicated  duly  noted,  from  the  following  Grand 
Lodges,  to  wit: 

Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Connecticut,  N.  York, 
New  Jersey,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Virginia,  District 
of  Columbia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Tennessee, 
Kentucky,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Maryland,  Ohio,  North 
Carolina,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Iowa  and  Texas. 

[Rxtract  from  the  Minutes  ] 

WM.  H.  ADAMS,  Gd.  Secretary. 
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iCT°  The  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary’s  address  is  “  William  11. 
Adams,  Masonic  Hall,  South  Third  Street.” 

IrtT*  The  R.  Vi.  Grand  Treasurer’s  address  is  “John  Thomson 
N.  E.  corner  of  Front  and  Lombard  Streets.” 

Past  Grand  Masters. 

Bros.  Bayse  Newcomb,  Josiah  Randall,  J.  B.  Gibson,  J. 
Harper,  S.  Badger,  J.  Steele,  George  M.  Dallas,  J.  M.  Read, 
S.  H.  Perkins,  J.  R.  Chandler,  C.  Stevenson,  Wm.  Barger, 
James  Page. 

The  following  PRAYERS,  Composed  by  Pro.  James  Page, 
were  read  at  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  Grand  Visitations,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Grand  Chaplains. 

OPENINC;  THE  GRAND  LODGE. 

Supreme  Architect  of  Heaven  and  Builder  of  the  universe, 
look  down  upon  us  with  eyes  of  favor  in  what  we  are  about 
to  do,  and  so  direct  us  by  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  all  may  be 
acceptable  to  Thee.  We  acknowledge  our  weaknesses  and 
frailties,  and  that  without  Thee  we  are  nothing.  Be  with  us 
then  to-day  to  enlighten  our  minds — strengthen  our  reason — 
and  purify  our  hearts — so  that  through  thy  Providence  this 
temporal  Lodge  may  be  made  strong  in  Truth,  and  abundant 
in  Virtue — Charity  to  flow  as  a  stream  wide  spread  among 
the  Brethren,  fertilizing  by  its  influences — and  Love  which 
is  of  Thee,  prevail  with  them  forever:  Grant  this,  all  power¬ 
ful  Creator,  to  us  thy  suppliants,  for  thy  praise  and  thy  glory; 
Amen. 
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CLOSING  THE  GRAND  LODGE. 

Oh  God!  who  art  the  giver  of  life,  and  the  author  of  death 
— the  builder  of  the  world,  and  the  architect  of  the  universe 
— in  whom  are  time,  space,  and  eternity — to  Thee  we  bow 
in  humble  adoration,  as  the  Creator  of  all  things.  May  the 
doings  of  this  temporal  Lodge,  meet  with  favor  in  thy  sight, 
and  tend  to  the  increase  of  virtue  and  holiness.  Let  thy 
Spirit  be  upon  us,  as  our  trust  is  in  Thee.  Be  with  us  as  we 
go  hence,  and  guide  us  by  thy  protecting  power,  until  we 
shall  meet  again. — Let  peace  prevail  in  our  fraternity — peace 
which  endeth  in  love — that  love  which  leadeth  to  thee.  Pour 
thy  blessings,  not  merely  upon  this  masonic  world,  but  the 
whole  human  race:  and,  in  thine  own  good  time,  may  all  be 
gathered  to  the  Father  which  is  in  Heaven,  forever  and  ever: 
Amen. 

\ 

AT  GRAND  VISITATIONS. 

Oh!  mighty  Master  of  the  land  and  Ruler  of  the  sea — Om¬ 
nipotent  Power,  seen  in  the  lightning’s  flash,  and  heard  with 
fear  and  trembling  in  the  thunder’s  roar — the  ministers  of 
whose  w  rath  are  the  earthquake  and  plague,  pestilence  and 
famine — Thou  great  Jehovah,  who  hast  called  into  being 
myriads  of  worlds,  and  to  wdiom  the  universe  owes  obedience 
—  be  with  us  this  night  in  our  doings,  and  guide  us  by  the 
influences  of  thy  Holy  Spirit.  Impress  our  minds  and  sway 
our  hearts,  to  the  end  that  love,  which  is  of  Thee,  shall  rest 
upon,  and  keep  us  in  the  fraternal  bond,  now  and  forever. — 
May  we  acquire  a  just  knowdedge  of  those  Truths  which 
spring  from  thy  wisdom,  and  be  mindful  of  our  duty,  w  hether 
in  the  Lodge  or  out  of  it;  so  that  the  character  of  the  Order 
may  be  preserved  and  increased  under  the  smiles  of  its  Su¬ 
preme  Grand  Master,  and  its  foundations  made  as  lasting  as 
time. 
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Teach  us  to  walk  humbly  and  act  righteously;  and  sanctify 
this  Grand  Visitation  to  the  improvement  of  the  Brethren. 
Grant  that  it  may  infuse  into  them  the  subdued  and  humbled 
feeling  which  befits  our  frail  and  imperfect  nature,  and  make 
strong  their  resolution  to  live  up  to  the  principles  and  land¬ 
marks  of  the  Order — to  the  glory  of  thy  Holy  Name:  Amen. 


ADDRESS  AT  GRAND  VISITATIONS. 
Brethren, 

In  the  performance  of  a  duty,  which  is  suggested,  if  not 
imposed,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge — sanctioned 
by  custom  and  made  sacred  by  immemorial  usage,  I  appear 
among  you  for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  your  proceed¬ 
ings,  with  a  view  to  correct  errors,  and  for  the  further  object 
of  giving  such  paternal  advice  as  may  tend  to  the  harmony 
and  prosperity  of  this  Lodge,  and  the  Craft  in  general. 

The  Ahiman  Rezon,  the  guide  and  text  book  of  our  Order, 
looks  to  an  annual  inspection  by  the  Grandj  Master,  of  all 
Lodges  within  three  miles  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and 
all  other  Lodges  under  his  jurisdiction,  as  often  as  may  be 
reasonable;  but  as  this  task  would  be  somewhat  burthensome 
upon  the  Grand  Officers,  by  reason  of  the  increase  of  the 
Order,  and  the  number  of  subordinate  Institutions  within  that 
circle,  and  throughout  our  State,  the  custom  for  many  years 
past  has  been,  to  make  the  inspection  of  the  city  Lodges  once 
in  every  two  years:  the  visitations  to  Lodges  in  the  interior 
being  of  rare  occurrence,  their  supervision  being  confined  to 
the  respective  Deputy  Grand  Masters  annually  appointed  for 
that  and  other  purposes,  for  the  Masonic  Districts,  into  which 
the  State  has  been  divided  for  the  better  regulation  of  the 
business  of  the  Craft. 
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The  Grand  Visitations  are  peculiar  to  our  Masonic  Institu¬ 
tion.  They  spring  from  the  relation  which  exists  between  the 
Parent  Lodge  and  her  Children.  The  object  of  them,  is  to 
bind  the  two  still  closer  together  by  a  communion  of  senti¬ 
ment  and  feeling.  As  a  father  is  welcomed,  when  he  makes 
his  appearance  among  the  members  of  his  family,  to  give 
kindly  admonition  to  each  and  all,  while  the  well  of  love  is 
overflowing  in  his  heart  from  the  deep  and  abiding  interest 
he  takes  in  their  welfare  and  happiness,  so  should  the  Grand 
Lodge  be  welcomed  by  those  who  are  the  objects  of  her  pecu¬ 
liar  regard  and  parental  care,  when  she  presents  herself  in 
their  midst. — She  comes,  (if  to  chide  at  all,)  to  chide  gently 
— to  encourage  the  desponding  and  speak  praise  to  the  tried 
and  true  of  her  mystery — to  watch  over  their  labors,  see  that 
their  work  is  well  done,  and  that  each  act  tends  to  the  great 
end  of  the  Institution — the  promotion  of  Love,  and  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  Charity. 

We  are  not  among  you.  Brethren,  from  any  desire  for  idle 
exhibition  or  ostentatious  display.  We  are  here  because  duty 
demands  our  presence;  because  the  perpetuity  of  our  Order, 
depends  upon  a  careful  supervision  of  the  doings  of  the  Craft, 
by  those  to  whom  this  high  and  watchful  trust  has  been  con¬ 
fided.  We  should  fail,  lamentably  fail,  in  our  respect  to  you, 
in  that  we  owe  to  ourselves — but  above  all,  to  the  dictates  of 
conscience,  if  we  could  forego  this  pleasing,  but  imposing 
interview: — pleasing,  since  it  brings  us  into  closer  association 
and  more  direct  intercourse — imposing,  because  it  presents 
for  your  consideration  the  errors  and  omissions  of  the  past, 
and  demands  from  each,  the  promise  and  pledge,  to  be  more 
careful  and  guarded  in  our  conduct  for  the  future.  Our  soli¬ 
citude  springs,  not  merely  from  a  sense  of  duty,  but  a  deep 
regard  for  the  Order.  With  yourselves,  we  feel  disposed  to 
guard  w'ith  sleepless  vigilance  every  avenue  by  which  it  can 
be  approached  for  injury — and  it  is  only  by  shutting  out  every 
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symptom  of  innovation,  that  vve  can  preserve  its  respectability 
or  insure  its  permanency.  We  must  see  that  you  live  up  to 
the  Law,  and  respect  and  follow  the  Landmarks;  for  devia¬ 
tions  however  slight,  if  permitted  to  pass  unnoticed  and  un¬ 
checked,  will  in  time  become  an  evil,  and  usurp  the  ancient 
usages  of  the  Order. 

In  tracing  the  Masonic  Duties,  they  are  usually  classed 
under  the  following;  heads:  To  God  and  Religion — to  Morals 
and  to  Law,  which  are  of  the  superior  kind — and  those  which 
we  owe  to  the  Order  and  to  each  other — which,  however  im¬ 
pressive  and  binding,  are  in  this  comparison  considered  of  a 
secondary  character. 

The  foundation  of  the  Order,  is  the  practice  of  social  and 
moral  virtue.  That  it  is  ancient  is  proved,  because  it  has  sub¬ 
sisted  from  time  immemorial — and  honorable  it  must  be,  as 
the  wise  and  good,  who  have  from  the  beginning,  approached 
and  learned  its  mysteries,  hallowed  its  practices,  and  endorsed 
its  principles  in  all  ages  of  time,  conclusively  establish.  Its 
tendencies  are  to  make  men  honorable,  and  just,  and  charita¬ 
ble.  If  not  bound  together  by  a  cement  such  as  this,  its  pillars 
would  have  crumbled  and  tottered  to  their  base,  and  the  whole 
edifice  long  since  have  been  a  magnificent  ruin.  Iis  inherent 
excellence,  however,  has  bid  defiance  to  the  assaults  of  its 
enemies,  and  withstood  the  power  of  time.  While  other  In¬ 
stitutions  have  fallen  beneath  the  malice  of  the  one,  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  obliterating  progress  of  the  other.  Masonry  has 
survived,  and  still  spreatls  her  glory  over  the  worhl,  and  is 
destined  to  last  w’hile  “  the  earth  bears  a  plant,  or  the  sea 
rolls  its  wave.” 

To  those  who  seek  a  knowledge  of  our  mysteries,  and  desire 
to  become  associated  in  the  Order,  it  should  be  known,  that 
the  corner  stone  of  their  application,  is  a  firm  belief  in  the 
Deity.  Without  this  they  can  have  no  passport  to  our  Temple. 

L^j 
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It  is  the  great  sign  of  acceptance,  wanting  which,  Hope  is 
forever  barred  as  to  any  participation  in  the  pleasures  of  the 
masonic,  as  it  must  be  to  the  joys  ineffable  of  the  heavenly 
world.  To  believe  in  and  reverence  an  Eternal  God,  and  pay 
him  that  worship  which  is  due  from  the  creature  to  the  Crea¬ 
tor,  the  great  Architect  and  Governor  of  the  universe,  is  an 
indispensable  requisite  of  admission.  That  single  belief,  how¬ 
ever,  is  all  that  is  required,  for  here  we  recognise  no  differ¬ 
ence  in  sects — seeking  thereby  to  make  masonry  the  “  Centre 
of  Union,  and  the  means  of  consolidating  True  Friendship.”  ' 
Various  as  may  he  the  forms  of  worship,  and  divided  as  men 
may  be  in  their  religious  creeds,  Masonry  seeks  to  know 
nothing  more  as  an  inducement  for  her  to  throw  open  her 
altar  to  the  approach  of  the  deserving,  than  the  trust  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  applicant  in  the  justice  and  mercy  of  the  only 
true  and  living  God — whose  name  should  never  be  idly 
uttered  or  profanely  spoken.  Reverence  for  the  Deity,  and 
gratitude  for  the  blessings  of  heaven,  are  enjoined  in  every 
degree  of  our  ceremonies.  They  should  pervade  the  Craft, 
and  fill  the  soul  of  every  mason. 

So,  too,  in  matters  of  religion,  masons  are  called  upon  to 
admit,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  adhere,  to  the  essentials  in  which 
all  men  agree,  while  each  brother  is  left  free  to  the  exercise 
of  his  own  judgment  in  the  details — consulting  in  these  that 
inward  monitor  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  heart  of  every 
man,  and  being  guided  by  the  teachings  of  his  own  conscience. 

It  is  a  matter  of  no  moment,  what  the  particular  opinion  of 
any  one  of  the  Craft  may  be  on  a  religious  subject,  so  long 
as  he  acknowledges  his  accountability  to  the  great  Jehovah, 
and  understands  and  obeys  the  moral  law.  Striving  for  the 
same  object  in  divers  ways,  we  should  be  ever  ready  to  con¬ 
cede  to  others  the  sincerity  we  claim  for  ourselves  in  matters 
of  worship,  and  never  doubt  the  purity  of  those  feelings 
■fthich  call  upon  them  to  approach  our  common  Father.  It 


27 


is  enjoined  upon  us  also  to  shun  the  errors  of  bigotry,  and  to 
rise  superior  to  the  weaknesses  of  superstition.  Free  in  the 
broadest  sense,  we  should  so  use  our  reasoning  faculties,  as 
to  escape  the  fanaticism  of  the  former,  and  check  the  inroads 
of  the  latter. 

As  brethren,  you  are  bound  to  examine  and  become  en¬ 
lightened  by  the  Sacred  Law  which  prescribes  the  social 
duties;  regarding  it  as  the  fountain  of  true  knowledge,  and 
the  principles  it  inculcates  and  teaches,  as  those  by  which 
you  are  to  regulate  your  conduct.  This  is  the  standard  of 
Truth  and  Justice.  By  living  up  to  its  requirements,  you  will 
prove  yourselves  to  be  true  masons,  and  wise  men — for  the 
divine  precepts  cannot  be  disregarded  by  any  rational  being. 
The  moral  duties  to  God,  your  neighbor,  and  yourself,  you 
are  never  to  lose  sight  of;  these  influences  you  should  love, 
encourage,  and  cheerfully  obey.  They  will  impress  upon  you 
love  and  veneration  for  the  Deity — regarding  him  as  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  all  good,  and  the  Power  through  whom  all  laudable 
pursuits  are  to  be  crowned  with  success,  and  to  whom  you 
should  never  fail,  by  intercession  and  prayer,  and  by  ever 
conforming  to  the  rules  of  right,  to  make  yourselves  accept¬ 
able. 

These  duties  will  further  impress  upon  you  that  you  should 
always  act  upon  the  square,  in  your  intercourse  with  your 
neighbor,  considering  him  equally  entitled  to  the  bounties 
of  Providence,  and  so  behaving  towards  him  in  your  social 
relations,  as  to  manifest  that  you  are  governed  by  the  precept, 
of  doing  as  you  would  be  done  by,  and  mean  practically  to 
exhibit  its  beauty,  and  profit  by  its  power — for  be  assured 
that  in  such  displays  of  kindness  and  friendship,  nothing  is 
ever  lost  to  the  beginner. 

To  yourself,  also,  there  are  duties  to  be  performed,  and 
these  consist  in  the  rational  enjoyment  of  the  many  blessings 
by  which  God  has  surrounded  you,  abusing  nothing — preserv- 
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ing  your  faculties  by  avoiding  excesses  of  every  kind,  and 
upholding  the  credit  and  honor  of  the  Craft,  by  being  tem¬ 
perate  in  speech  and  action. 

The  discharge  of  civil  duties  is  equally  obligatory  upon  the 
IMasonic  Fraternity,  in  whatever  clime,  or  on  whatever  soil 
their  lot  may  be  cast.  As  citizens  of  the  world,  they  are  to 
be  ever  careful  to  preserve  the  peace  and  respect  the  law's  of 
society.  No  matter  w  hat  may  he  the  organization  of  govern¬ 
ment,  liberal  or  despotic,  the  fundamental  law  of  that  govern¬ 
ment,  and  its  civil  institutions,  JVlasons,  (so  long  as  they 
reside  in  the  land  subject  to  their  sway,  and  profit  by  their 
protectioiF  are  bound  to  respect  and  support.  They  are  never 
to  propose,  nor  at  all  countenance,  attempts  at  subverting 
eitlier,  nor  do  any  thing  that  may  have  a  tendency  to  impair 
the  peace  and  good  order,  or  sop  the  foundations  of  the  com¬ 
munity  of  which  they  form  a  part.  T'his  principle  is  ever 
inculcated,  and  should  be  obligatory  upon  you,  whenever  you 
go  abroad  either  for  local  or  temporary  purposes.  And  if  be¬ 
neath  the  rule  of  a  much  less  beneficent  constitution  than  that 
with  which  as  a  nation  we  are  blessed,  you  are  enjoined  to 
comply  with  its  requisites,  how  much  more  obligatory  upon 
you  is  it,  here  to  sustain  the  laws,  which  are  of  your  own 
making;  — for  Providence  has  been  kind  to  us  as  a  people, 
beyond  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  those  who  w'ere  the 
first  to  originate  this  Temple  of  Liberty.  Be  true,  therefore, 
to  that  attachment  which  nature  has  implanted  in  your  breasts, 
to  the  country  of  your  birth  and  nurture.  The  good  mason, 
will  ever  be  the  good  citizen,  ready  to  uphold  and  preserve 
the  law  of  society — doing  all  he  can  to  strengthen,  nothing 
to  w  eaken  and  destroy  it: — revering  God — respecting  religion 
in  whatever  shape  it  may  appear — living  morally  and  soberly, 
and  openly  yielding  submission  to,  and  sustaining,  the  consti¬ 
tuted  authority. 

The  duties  which  a  mason  owes  to  his  Lodge,  and  of  which 
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I  purpose  now  to  speak  more  in  detail,  consist  mainly  in  the 
selection  of  experienced  officers  to  take  charge  of  the  several 
stations  recognised  for  its  formation  and  government  by  an¬ 
cient  usage — the  introduction  of  none  but  those  A\ho  justly 
appreciate  and  will  be  a  benefit  to  the  Order — a  careful  pre¬ 
servation  of  the  funds  of  the  Lodge — order  and  decorum  in 
its  proceedings — respect  to  those  who  are  selected  to  admin¬ 
ister  its  affairs — and  a  prompt  compliance  with  all  the  requi¬ 
sitions  of  its  constitutions  and  by-laws.  In  calling  your  atten¬ 
tion  specially  to  these,  I  shall  crave  your  indulgence  for  a 
little  while,  and  hope  that  the  suggestions  I  am  about  to  make 
will  be  received  with  the  spirit  which  should  ever  animate 
the  true  masonic  bosom — be  impressed  strongly  upon  the 
memory,  and  lead  to  practical  results  in  the  individual  action 
of  brethren,  which  may  prove  beneficial  to  the  subordinate 
Lodges — increase  their  strength  and  usefulness — promote  the 
interests  of  the  Order  at  large,  and  fill  up  the  measure  of 
honour  for  the  Fraternity. 

The  selection  of  officers  is  a  matter  of  primary  importance. 
No  Lodge  can  hope  to  prosper,  if  in  this  respect  indifference 
is  allowed  to  prevail.  Merit,  should  always  be  the  passport 
to  your  support,  and  it  is  generally  modest  and  unobtrusive. 
Wherever  you  find  intrigue,  depend  upon  it,  there  is  more 
or  less  a  lack  of  real  worth.  When  management  is  resorted 
to,  for  the  purpose  of  elevation,  the  office  will  generally  be 
held  more  for  the  sake  of  the  honor  it  confers,  than  from  any 
real  disposition  to  make  it  useful  to  the  Craft.  Stations  in  our 
noble  Institution,  should  follow  good  works,  and  be  regarded 
as  the  fitting  reward  for  zeal  and  devotion,  springing  solely 
from  a  love  of  its  principles,  and  a  desire  to  extend  and  per¬ 
petuate  them,  rather  than  from  the  hope  of  distinction.  I  do 
not  mean  by  this,  to  check  that  ambition  which  is  part  of  our 
common  nature,  and  w  hich,  when  well  directed,  is  an  honor 
to  us — but  I  do  mean  to  guard  you  against  placing  those  in 
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position,  who  are  neither  attentive  to,  nor  competent  in,  the 
discharge  of  duty.  Be  sure,  before  you  open  the  South  door 
to  a  brother,  that  he  either  is,  or  will  be  in  due  time,  qualified 
to  preside  in  the  East; — for  after  you  once  put  him  in  the 
road  to  promotion,  you  are  disinclined,  even  when  his  unfit¬ 
ness  becomes  apparent,  to  check  his  further  career,  from  a 
feeling  of  forbearance  and  kindness.  In  this  M’ay  the  Lodge 
is  made  to  suffer — its  business  is  mismanaged,  and  its  pros¬ 
perity  retarded.  The  Brethren  become  dissatisfied,  and  a 
blight  is  caused,  which  by  a  little  care  in  the  beginning,  might 
have  been  avoided.  Brethren  who  aspire  to  the  stations, 
should  take  them,  only  with  a  consciousness  of  capacity,  and 
a  fixed  determination  to  be  in  fact,  as  well  as  name,  officers 
of  the  Lodge — being  always  present  at  its  deliberations,  work¬ 
ing  accurately  and  alTectionately,  and  inspiring  by  their  teach¬ 
ing  and  example. 

Without  an  efficient  head,  no  institution  can  hope  to  ad¬ 
vance.  Let  either  incapacity  or  indiffTerence  be  manifested 
here,  depend  upon  it,  supineness  will  slowly,  but  certainly 
creep  in,  to  be  followed  by  dissolution.  The  mere  possession 
of  ability  is  nothing.  It  )nust  be  properly  and  vigorously  ex¬ 
erted  to  become  useful;  and  faithless,  indeed,  is  that  brother 
who,  with  the  responsibility  of  station  cast  upon  him,  and  a 
mind  fit  for  the  profitable  discharge  of  duty,  thinks  not  of  the 
one,  and  refuses  the  benefits  of  the  other  to  the  Craft  who 
has  confided  in  him  and  promoted  him  by  their  suffrages. 
The  obligation  is  a  deep  and  responsible  one,  so  far  as  the 
Master  is  concerned,  and  not  the  less  grave  and  imposing 
upon  the  Wardens.  These  hold,  as  it  were,  the  destinies  of 
the  Lodge  in  their  hands,  and  she  will  prosper  or  fail,  as  they 
are  attentive  or  negligent.  No  brother,  therefore,  should  feel 
hurt  if  one  younger  than  himself  should  be  promoted  because 
of  his  greater  fitness,  unless  he  prefers  the  gratification  of  his 
own  pride  to  the  good  of  the  Order. 
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Great  care  should  be  manifested  in  the  admission  of  new 
members.  The  peace  and  harmony,  not  only  of  the  Lodge, 
but  the  Order  generally,  are  here  involved;  and  the  worst 
consequences  have  flowed,  and  may  hereafter  ensue,  by  the 
introduction  of  unworthy  persons.  The  applicant  should 
always  be  known,  to  be  a  man  of  fixed  moral  habits — honest 
in  his  dealings,  and  a  believer  in  the  sacred  truths  of  religion. 
If  out  of  the  Lodge,  he  is  false  in  any  of  these  particulars, 
how  can  you  hope  for  his  faith  and  truth,  when  you  admit 
him  among  the  brotherhood — and  what  a  passport  do  you  not 
give  him  to  practise  his  frauds  upon  the  honest  and  unsus¬ 
pecting.  Shut  your  door,  therefore,  against  the  dishonest  and 
immoral,  and  intemperate  man,  and  the  scoffer  at  religion — 
for  these  can  have  no  sympathy  with  you,  and  will  in  time 
revile  vour  Institution,  and  be  the  means  of  casting  a  stain 
upon  its  character,  and  eventually  destroying  its  happy  influ¬ 
ences.  While  we  recognise  none  of  the  distinctions  which 
rank  and  fortune  confer,  let  us  ever  be  mindful  of  the  duty 
we  owe  tl'.e  Order,  by  watching  the  portals  of  the  Temple, 
and  see  that  none  enter  there  who  come  not  recommended  by 
the  social  virtues,  and  moral  attributes  which  belong  to  the 
true  man — for  he  cannot  otherw  ise  be  a  true  mason. 

A  careful  preservation  of  tbe  Funds,  is  another  obligation 
upon  every  member  of  the  Lodge — for  by  his  vote  these  are 
either  husbanded  or  wasted.  After  the  discharge  of  the  neces¬ 
sary  dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  payment  of  ordinary 
expenses,  the  surplus  should  be  applied,  w  herever  it  can  safely 
be  done,  to  works  of  benevolence  and  charity — more  espe¬ 
cially  to  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased 
brethren.  The  needy  members  of  our  Institution,  have  an 
ample  fund  provided,  by  the  bequest  of  the  lamented  Girard, 
now  managed  by  the  appropriate  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge; 
— but  those  who  are  made  destitute,  when  the  hand  of  death 
strikes  down  a  brother,  must  look  to  the  subordinate  Lodges 
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for  assistance — and  now  that  every  charge  upon  them,  in  the 
case  of  a  suffering  brother,  is  by  this  noble  charity  removed, 
their  means  to  do  good  in  the  direction  I  have  named,  must 
be  increased,  and  with  these  also,  the  disposition  should  ex¬ 
pand.  Charity  to  the  poor,  and  protection  to  the  innocent  and 
unoffending  orphan,  should  be  our  crown  of  glory.  Masonry 
never  shews  itself  in  a  guise  so  calculated  to  win  upon  the 
world,  and  be  approved  of  heaven,  as  when  it  seeks  the  abodes 
of  the  unfortunate,  and  speaks  peace  and  comfort  to  the  des¬ 
ponding  heart.  Let  prudence,  therefore,  govern  you  in  every 
act  which  entrenches  upon  the  means  of  the  Lodge.  “  Be 
just,  before  you  are  generous,”  and  waste  not  that,  which 
may  be  the  means  of  doing  good:  And  here  permit  me  to 
observe,  in  the  spirit  of  fraternal  admonition,  that  the  prac¬ 
tice  which  occasionally  prevails,  of  allowing  refreshment  in  the 
adjoining  room,  is  one  I  recommend  you  to  discontinue — not 
only  because  it  is  a  tax  upon  your  treasury,  but  because  I  see 
evil  in  it  to  the  Brethren  personally,  and  injury  to  the  Craft 
at  large.  The  allotted  season  of  refreshment,  which  calls  upon 
us  annually  to  associate  around  the  festive  board,  has  been 
regarded  as  enough  for  “amusement  and  useful  pastime,  and  as 
a  pleasing  sweetner  of  our  masonic  labors.”  These,  too,  should 
be  carefully  watched  by  the  Master,  and  never  permitted, 
but  under  tbe  wholesome  regulations  of  a  Table  Lodge,  nor 
then  to  extend  to  an  unseasonable  hour;  and  when  once  closed, 
the  brethren  should  all  promptly  retire  to  their  homes. 

Masonry  shrinks  from  excesses  of  every  kind,  andthe  fearful 
evil  of  intemperance  should  never  be  permitted  to  originate 
nor  be  encouraged  within  the  precincts  of  her  holy  Temple. 
Of  all  the  vices  which  are  common  to  our  nature,  there  is  not 
one  which  exercises  so  wide  spread  and  devastating  a  pow'er 
as  this — and  its  approaches  are  so  insidious,  that  it  controls  us 
before  we  are  conscious  of  its  presence,  and  too  often  when 
we  find  it  impossible  to  throw  off  its  shackles.  We  cannot. 
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therefore,  be  too  circumspect  in  our  social  intercourse.  Soon 
as  we  perceive  the  slightest  symptom  of  indiscretion  in  a  bro¬ 
ther  here,  we  should  promptly,  but  affectionately,  warn  him 
of  the  peril  in  which  he  stands;  never  let  it  be  said  that  the 
Masonic  Pledge,  given  in  Friendship  and  Love,  carried  with 
it  the  poison  of  the  Soul.  Better  the  cup  should  be  for  ever 
untasted  in  our  happy  gatherings,  than  that  one  brother  should 
fall  by  reason  of  its  introduction  at  the  festive  board. 

While,  therefore,  we  should  be  strictly  temperate  in  our 
intercourse  and  gatherings,  we  should  take  especial  care  not 
to  become  as  masons,  peculiar  in  our  views  on  the  subject  of 
the  use  of  liquors.  It  forms  no  part  of  the  creed  of  our  Order, 
nor  is  it  the  duty  of  our  body  to  recognise  and  enforce  those 
principles  w  hich  of  late  have  been  the  cause  of  public  atten¬ 
tion  and  action,  and  given  rise  to  numerous  societies  through¬ 
out  the  country.  With  the  traffic  in,  and  use  of  liquors,  we 
have  no  right  to  interfere;  neither  can  be  made  an  objection 
to  a  candidate,  if  he  be  in  other  respects  worthy.  It  is  only 
when  a  brother  becomes  habitually  intemperate,  and  loses 
sight  of  that  decorum  which  should  ever  be  the  characteristic 
of  the  true  man  and  good  mason,  that  he  makes  himself  liable 
to  expulsion  for  immoral  and  unmasonic  conduct;  and  if  deaf 
to  admonition,  and  reformation  becomes  hopeless,  should  be 
proceeded  against  accordingly.  If  an  applicant  is  known  to 
be  an  intemperate  man,  he  ought  not  to  be  received.  Beyond 
these  efforts,  masonry  can  do  nothing  as  a  body  to  increase 
temperance.  All  will  see  at  a  glance,  that  if  she  could  be 
justified  in  interfering  here,  and  making  the  abstinence  prin¬ 
ciple  a  test  of  admission,  she  wmuld  be  equally  so,  in  demand¬ 
ing  the  religious  faith  of  the  new  comer,  and  undertaking  to 
regulate  that  according  to  the  views  of  a  majority.  Without 
violating  any  of  the  ancient  usages,  she  can  properly  do  much 
to  advance  sobriety  among  men,  by  steadfastly  refusing  to 
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receive  those  who  are  intemperate  in  their  habits,  (for  this  is 
at  war  with  morality,)  and  promptly  expelling  all  who  will 
not  reform  after  brotherly  entreaty  has  been  repeatedly  tried. 

In  the  congregation  of  a  Lodge,  nothing  is  so  desirable  as 
order  and  decorum.  At  times  it  has  pained  me  to  observe  the 
want  of  respect  which  seemed  to  mark  the  tone  and  manner 
of  those  who  had  occasion  to  address  the  Chair,  and  which 
was  manifested  in  various  other  shapes  by  some  of  the  brethren 
present.  Here,  argument  should  be  advanced  decorously  and 
gravely,  and  the  senses,  not  the  passions,  appealed  to — prin¬ 
ciple  should  be  our  guide,  and  every  decision,  the  result  of 
right,  and  such  as  our  best  judgment  would  at  all  times  ap¬ 
prove.  The  idle  assertion  and  unseemly  jest  should  meet 
with  no  favor.  We  come  not  here  to  be  amused,  but  to  be 
instructed  and  solemnly  persuaded — and  while  the  Lodge  is 
deliberating,  silence  should  be  observed,  and  attention  given 
to  all  that  is  passing.  The  utmost  deference  and  respect, 
should  be  paid  the  presiding  officers,  for  in  honoring  them, 
you  honor  yourselves.  You  should  attend  seasonably,  so  as 
to  avoid  interrupting  tbe  labors  of  the  Lodge  by  a  late  en¬ 
trance — preserve  your  places  while  in  it,  and  during  the  per¬ 
formance  of  our  solemn  rites — be  reverently  impressed,  and 
show  in  this  how  much  you  love  the  Order.  You  cannot  hope 
to  convey  to  others,  a  feeling  you  do  not  yourselves  possess. 
In  every  stage,  therefore,  of  our  peculiar  mystery,  let  the 
gradually  initiated  perceive  that  what  we  teach  w'e  believe, 
and  that  what  we  practise,  we  feel,  and  stand  accountable  for 
our  sincerity  to  that  Being  who  said,  “Let  there  be  light, 
and  there  was  light.” 

When  you  leave  the  outer  world  and  enter  this  chamber, 
you  should  invoke  the  associations  by  which  it  is  hallowed, 
and  so  conduct  yourselves  during  the  labors  of  the  Lodge,  as 
to  be  able  to  refer  to  your  visit  with  emotions  of  pleasure, 
and  feel  and  know  that  your  time  had  been  wisely  and  pro- 
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fitably  employed.  Memory  should  have  nothing  in  store  for 
sorrow  or  reproach  in  a  masonic  gathering.  This  cannot  fail 
to  be  the  result,  if  you  will  but  look  upon  the  symbols  by 
which  you  are  surrounded,  and  remember  the  compact  into 
which  you  have  entered;  the  same  which  met  the  eyes  and 
bound  the  faith  of  .the  mighty  who  have  preceded  us,  and  the 
untold  thousands  and  millions  garnered  in  the  Grave  of  the 
Past.  In  this  solemn  contemplation  and  reflection,  the  mind 
will  be  suitably  impressed,  the  heart  subdued,  and  your  better 
nature  prepared  for  those  truths  which  Masonry  cherishes, 
and  if  rightly  appreciated  and  followed,  will  bring  forth  a 
rich  harvest  of  peace  and  happiness. 

Governed  as  you  are,  by  a  written  charter,  its  provisions 
should  not  only  be  carefully  remembered  by  each  brother, 
but  as  carefully  observed.  He  should  neither  violate  them 
himself,  nor  permit  them  to  be  violated  by  his  companions. 
In  this,  each  should  perform  the  part  of  guardian  to  the  Lodge, 
while  it  is  the  special  business,  and  bounden  duty  of  the 
Master  to  enforce  the  law,  without  fear,  favor,  or  afl^ection. 
His  course  should  be  firm  and  decided,  yielding  neither  on 
the  right  hand  or  the  left,  but  fraternally  admonishing  against 
and  positively  restraining  innovation.  His  authority  is  su¬ 
preme,  but  great  as  it  may  be,  the  duty  is  none  the  less  on 
a  brother  to  preserve,  as  far  as  in  his  power  lies,  the  funda¬ 
mental  Law  of  his  Lodge,  from  abuse  and  violation.  Masonry 
delights  in  its  simplicity — it  is  an  Institution  in  which  all  the 
parts  are  arranged  in  harmony  with  one  another,  each  tending 
to  a  perfect  whole.  The  neglect,  therefore,  of  any  of  the 
Laws  established  for  its  government,  will  necessarily  produce 
derangement,  and,  if  tolerated,  end  in  confusion,  perhaps 
destruction.  In  nothing,  as  in  obedience  to  the  superior,  and 
submission  to  the  rules  of  the  Craft,  can  devotion  to  the 
Order  be  more  strongly  manifested;  and  he  is  the  Brother 
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who  should  be  grappled  to  the  heart  with  hooks  of  steel, 
who  in  his  Masonic  life  can  proudly  boast,  he  never  failed  to 
respect  the  one,  and  comply  with  the  other. 

There  is  another  duty  which  all  Masons  owe  to  the  Order, 
and  one,  the  observance  of  which,  all  experience  teaches, 
must  increase  its  strength,  and  perpetuate  its  existence.  Yet 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  encounter  in  our  progress  so  many 
who  are  obnoxious  to  notice  on  this  score.  In  early  life,  when 
the  impulses  are  warm,  and  the  imagination  active,  we  find 
ourselves  members  of  the  Institution.  We  discover  in  its 
principles,  that  which  our  judgments  approve — in  its  organi¬ 
zation,  much  to  admire — and  in  its  tendencies  and  charities 
every  thing  to  love.  Our  attendance  is  then  spontaneous — 
our  devotion  constant; — yet  when  the  hand  of  time  puts  its 
mark  upon  our  brow,  and  age  begins  to  whiten  the  head  with 
its  snow,  we  too  often  permit  our  interest  in  the  Order  to 
decrease,  and  the  places  once  so  familiar  are  not  again  visited. 
This  is  all  wrong — The  venerable  brother  should  not  fail  to 
be  with  us  in  our  deliberations,  whenever  his  business  and 
health  will  permit  him  to  attend.  The  younger  members  of 
the  Fraternity  look  up  to  their  seniors  for  instruction  and 
exam])le.  They  regard  them  as  the  source  from  whence  the 
true  landmarks,  usages,  and  customs  of  the  Order,  are  to  be 
obtained,  and  their  appearance  never  fails  suitably  to  impress 
the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  assembled  brethren.  In  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  hoary  age,  impetuous  youth  becomes  discreet.  The 
hasty  counsels  of  inexperience  are  wisely  checked  by  matured 
views;  and  the  deliberations  and  actions  of  a  Lodge  marked 
by  that  sobriety  of  deportment  and  accuracy  of  decision,  which 
give  character  to  the  institutions  of  Masonry.  Let  the  aged, 
therefore,  not  forget  their  duty  to  the  Order,  and  their  obli¬ 
gation  to  the  Craft,  but  be  ever  with  them  to  animate  by  their 
presence — enlighten  by  their  counsels — and  approve  by  their 
judgment. 
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I  have  thus,  Brethren,  briefly,  but  I  fear  imperfectly, 
sketched  the  duties  which  Masons  ow'e  to  the  Lodge,  reserv¬ 
ing  the  other  branch  of  my  subject,  the  duties  which  Masons 
owe  each  other,  for  another  occasion,  when  I  hope  to  have 
the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you  the  beauties  which  may  be 
traced  in  that  relation.  It  is  full  of  interest: — the  lessons  it 
teaches,  if  carefully  studied,  and  carried  out  in  actual  life, 
will  not  only  make  us  wiser,  but  happier  men.  We  shall 
learn  patience,  prudence,  kindness,  love,  humility; — and 
through  these  become  regenerated  for  the  promotion  of  vir¬ 
tue  and  piety,  to  the  glory  of  our  Supreme  Grand  Master. 


SECOND  ADDRESS. 

Brethren, 

The  Grand  Lodge  being  the  Fountain  of  Masonic 
Authority  in  this  State,  it  is  the  province  and  duty  of  those 
whom  she  has  delegated  as  her  officers,  to  exercise  a  careful 
supervision  over  the  doings  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges.  One 
of  the  modes  by  which  this  supervision  is  carried  out,  is  now 
presented  to  you,  in  the  presence  of  her  Grand  Master,  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  other  Grand  Officers.  To  him  belongs  the 
general  government  of  the  Fraternity — and  to  enable  him 
fully  to  discharge  the  trust,  he  is,  by  the  Fundamental  Law, 
authorized  to  make  the  necessary  appointments  of  assistant 
and  subordinate  officers;  and  to  preside  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
and  in  all  Subordinate  Lodges,  attended  or  unattended  by  his 
Grand  Officers — besides  possessing  the  power  to  do  many 
other  acts  to  this  end,  a  detail  of  which  would  be  here  un¬ 
necessary. 

I  might  have  presented  myself  alone,  but  to  give  the  Grand 
Visitation  a  more  solemn  and  imposing  eflect,  I  prefer  to  be 
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surrounded  and  accompanied  by  the  other  Grand  Officers,  to 
be  enlightened  as  far  as  I  may,  by  their  judicious  advice  and 
counsel;  and  that  they  may  evince  to  you,  by  their  full  and 
prompt  attendance,  how  deep  an  interest  they  take  in  the 
condition  of  the  Craft.  Besides,  the  example  they  set  in  thus 
taking  part  in  these  interesting  ceremonies,  will  not  be  with¬ 
out  its  wholesome  and  salutary  influence  upon  the  officers  of 
the  subordinate  Lodges,  who  ought,  upon  these,  as  well  as  on 
all  other  occasions  of  meeting,  whether  stated,  special,  or 
adjourned,  to  be  ever  found  at  their  posts,  faithful  and  vigi¬ 
lant  sentinels  in  the  Masonic  Band — ready  to  receive  instruc¬ 
tion,  and  prompt  in  carrying  out  the  views  of  the  Great  Head 
of  the  Order  in  this  Jurisdiction. 

While  it  is  the  Master’s  duty  to  exercise  a  careful  supervi¬ 
sion  over  the  business  and  concerns  of  his  particular  Lodge, 
it  is  equally  imperative  upon  the  Wardens  to  be  present  and 
assist  him  in  their  discharge.  Constant  attendance  at  all  the 
gatherings  of  the  Lodge,  can  alone  give  these  officers  the 
knowledge  that  will  fit  them  for  their  several  stations,  and 
make  them  useful;  for  if  unfit  or  negligent,  they  will  prove 
but  a  drawback  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  Lodge.  Punctuality 
in  those  who  have  the  superintendence  and  management  of 
Masonic  affairs,  will  beget  a  like  spirit  in  the  Brethren.  If 
the  Master  be  away  and  unmindful  of  his  duty,  how  can  he 
hope  for  diligence  and  labor  on  the  part  of  the  apprentice  or 
fellow-craft:  and  if  the  Master  of  the  Lodge  is  not  seen  in 
the  East,  from  whence  is  the  light  to  come  to  cheer  the 
Brethren  in  their  Masonic  work?  It  is  his  skill  and  assiduity 
which  is  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  Lodge,  and  make 
happy  and  contented  its  members  and  visiters.  He  is  told  in 
our  language,  that  he  is  to  take  for  a  pattern  of  imitation,  the 
Sun  in  the  East;  as  this  in  rising  ushers  in  the  morn,  and 
thus  diffuses  light  to  the  natural  world,  so  should  he  be  pre¬ 
sent  at  and  impart  light  to  the  Lodge,  a  portion  of  the  Masonic 
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■world  it  is  his  duty  to  superintend  and  govern.  He  is  to  be 
the  exemplar  there,  of  punctuality  and  devotion. — He  is  to 
manifest  by  deeds,  and  not  by  words,  how  his  heart  is  set 
upon  making  the  body  over  which  has  been  given  him  the 
high  honor  of  presiding,  a  model  of  zeal,  accuracy,  and  truth 
among  the  Craft;  taking  the  Holy  Scriptures  as  the  rule  and 
guide  of  his  faith,  and  observing  the  laws,  and  sternly  stand¬ 
ing  by  the  landmarks,  usages  and  customs  of  the  Order. 

These  Grand  Visitations,  as  I  remarked  on  a  former  occa¬ 
sion,  are  not  intended  for  display.  Far  be  it  from  you  to  sup¬ 
pose  that  nothing  more  is  meant,  than  an  idle  exhibition  of 
mere  masonic^emblems.  If  the  principles  which  these  teach 
you,  are  not  made  more  clear  by  the  present  association, 
better,  much  better,  would  it  have  been  to  have  foregone  it 
altogether.  “Light  and  knowledge”  should  be  diffused  by 
the  superior  over  the  inferior  bodies.  The  Grand  Lodge  is 
“the  great  centre  around  which  the  subordinate  Lodges  move 
in  harmonious  action.”  She  is  to  them  what  the  great  lumi¬ 
nary  of  the  world  is  to  the  planets  revolving  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  orbits — by  her  force  and  b}^  her  influences  preserving 
their  happy  equilibrium,  and  tending  to  the  perfection  and 
continuance  of  the  Masonic  system. 

Your  right  to  assemble  as  Masonic  bodies,  springs  from  the 
parent  power,  and  you  of  necessity,  therefore,  look  to  her  as 
the  legitimate  source  of  information  on  all  Masonic  subjects 
She  is  bound  to  give  you  this;  and  in  no  way  can  it  be  better 
or  more  profitably  extended  than  in  the  intercourse  which  the 
Grand  Visitations  produce  between  her  and  her  children. 
This,  then,  is  the  time  for  instruction — for  improvement. — 
This  is  the  period  when  aberrations  are  to  be  noticed — inno¬ 
vations  rebuked;  and  a  faithful  adherence  to  the  landmarks, 
when  disregarded,  insisted  upon — and  when  steadily  pre¬ 
served,  praised.  No  human  Institution  can  hope  to  preserve 
itself  from  decay,  if  those  who  are  its  trusted  guardians  shall 
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be  found  lacking  in  zeal,  or  wanting  in  vigilance.  Constant 
care  and  watchfulness  are  requisite  and  necessary  in  every 
condition  of  life,  but  in  none  are  these  qualities  so  absolutely 
necessary  as  in  the  Masonic  Order.  In  the  language  of  one 
of  your  most  estimable  and  now  deceased  Past  Grand  Masters, 
“  No  Institution  merely  human,  is  altogether  free  from  the 
danger  of  innovation;  and  therefore,  though  it  is  the  boast 
of  ours,  that  its  purity  has  remained  in  a  great  measure  un¬ 
violated  during  many  ages  that  are  past,  yet  it  must  depend 
on  its  inherent  excellence,  and  the  assiduous  attention  of  its 
conductors,  for  its  future  respectability  and  permanence.” 

We  are  therefore  an)ong  you,  Brethren,  to  ^hew  that  we 
feel  the  mighty  obligation  resting  upon  us — to  stimulate  you 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  which  belong  to  your  several 
positions  in  the  Craft — to  invoke  that  watchfulness  in  each 
and  all  which  alone  will  check  innovation;  and  recommend 
that  deportment  which  is  the  certain  sign  of  inherent  excel¬ 
lence,  and  will  command  fir  the  Institution  the  warm  and 
ardent  support  of  its  friends,  and  challenge  the  respect  of  its 
enemies.  For  this  purpose,  brethren,  we  are  among  you,  and 
not,  as  I  before  remarked,  for  an  ostentatious  exhibition, 
springing  from  “  the  pride  of  office,  or  the  weak  desire  of 
receiving  homage  at  your  hands.”  We  are  here  to  do  good 
to  you  and  to  the  Order — to  counsel  with  you  in  the  language 
of  brotherly  affection  and  kindness,  and  to  leave  you  in  the 
hope,  that  what  we  shall  have  said,  will  be  as  goodly  seed 
sown  on  a  fertile  soil,  to  spring  up  in  due  season,  and  pro¬ 
duce  a  rich  harvest  to  the  Masonic  Fold. 

In  the  address  which  I  had  the  pleasure  to  deliver  at  the 
last  Grand  Visitation,  I  classed  the  Duties  of  Masons  under 
several  heads.  Those  which  bound  them  to  God  and  Religion, 
to  Morals  and  to  Law,  not  coming  within  the  range  of  the 
address,  were  hut  briefly  adverted  to;  while  those  pertaining 
to  the  Lodge,  were  detailed  somewhat  at  length,  and  the 
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others  omitted,  under  a  promise  that  I  would  treat  of  them 
on  another  occasion.  This  promise  I  will  redeem  to-night; 
and  shall  call  your  attention  more  particularly  to  the  duties 
which  masons  owe  to  each  other,  hoping  that  the  principles 
I  am  about  to  detail,  and  the  truths  which  it  is  enjoined  upon 
me  to  utter,  will  meet  with  acceptance  at  your  hands,  and  be 
strongly  impressed  upon  your  hearts.  In  their  observance  the 
good  of  the  Order  will  be  identified — the  cause  of  humanity 
will  be  advanced,  and  the  Masonic  Institution,  (if  its  mem¬ 
bers  prove  faithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  them,)  be  made  in¬ 
vulnerable;  time  perfecting,  and  age  strengthening  it,  as  the 
years  roll  on  for  the  compass  of  terrestrial  things. 

The  relation  of  Brother  to  Brother  is  one  of  peculiar  inte¬ 
rest.  It  is  here  that  the  beauties  and  blessings  of  the  Order 
must  make  themselves  apparent.  It  is  in  the  wide  field  of 
the  human  sympathies  and  affections  that  Masonry  exerts  her 
power,  and  rules  by  her  influences.  She  goes  forth  as  the 
good  angel,  convinced  of  the  frailties  of  Man,  but  seeking 
to  modify  and  subdue  them — teaching  forbearance  and  humi¬ 
lity,  and  infusing  kindness  where  hatred  ever  grew.  She 
strives  to  bring  men  nearer  together,  to  hold  them  in  closer 
communion,  and  by  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  each  other, 
to  disarm  them  of  their  prejudices — remove  their  resentments 
— and  destroy  their  passions.  In  the  harmony  of  intercourse, 
the  bright  spots  of  character  are  elicited,  and  we  begin  to 
admire,  where  once  we  disliked: — friendship  springs  up  in 
the  heart,  and  an  attachment  is  created  which  lasts  through 
life,  and  ends  but  with  the  grave.  And  when  we  are  laid  in 
that  narrow  house,  the  tears  of  true  afiection,  attest  the  depth 
of  masonic  sorrow';  while  the  memory  of  the  departed,  sur¬ 
vives  the  stroke  of  death. 

This  is  the  mission  of  the  Order — its  aim  is  Peace — its 
object  Love — its  empire  Charity. 

[  F  J 
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Our  chief  duty  to  each  other,  Is  that  of  Brotherly  Love. — 
When  once  fully  inspired  with  this,  all  the  other  duties  will 
be  of  easy  performance — because  perfect  love  would  not  per¬ 
mit  the  slightest  neglect  in  either.  By  the  exercise  of  this 
virtue,  we  would  delight  to  regard  the  whole  human  race  as 
one  family — to  look  upon  the  high  and  the  low,  the  rich  and 
the  poor,  as  alike  made  by  the  Supreme  Being,  and  the  objects 
of  His  watchful  providence.  By  this  principle  it  is,  that 
Masonry  unites  those  of  every  class  and  clime,  throughout 
the  world — bringing  them  together  in  feeling  and  in  heart, 
though  widely  separated  by  space.  They  breathe,  how'ever 
remote,  a  common  atmosphere — they  act,  though  destined 
never  to  meet,  under  the  same  impulses,  and  to  the  same  ends. 
There  is  a  communion  of  spirit  among  thousands  and  millions 
of  our  Fraternity,  which  works  for  good  to  the  remotest  cor¬ 
ners  of  the  world — whether  in  the  frozen  north,  or  in  the 
burning  south — in  the  fertile  plains  of  the  Mississippi,  or  the 
barren  sands  of  Egypt — upon  the  sea,  or  upon  the  land — or 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  deep  as  the  hand  of  man  may  have 
dug  to  possess  himself  of  its  hidden  treasure. 

Brotherly  Love  inculcates  Humility.  In  nothing  does  a 
Brother  shew'  himself  so  admirably  as  in  the  absence  of  pride. 
Its  display  is  at  all  times  annoying,  and  indicates  a  weak  head, 
if  not  an  unsound  heart.  It  shews  that  he  is  more  alive  to  idle 
exhibitions,  than  the  culture  of  the  domestic  virtues.  Pride 
cannot  exist  without  arrogance  as  an  accompaniment,  and  the 
opportunity  to  insult  will  not  be  without  the  desire  to  oppress 
and  wrong.  A  modest  and  unobtrusive  estimate  of  one’s  ow'n 
wottb  will  produce  respect — inspire  confidence — and  secure 
attachment.  Let  your  minds,  therefore.  Brethren,  in  your 
intercourse  with  each  other,  exhibit  the  proper  subjection, 
and  avoid  all  that  is  calculated  to  excite  displeasure,  or  cause 
pain.  “Pride”  it  has  been  w’ell  said,  “is  an  ingredient  that 
is  never  found  in  exalted  human  nature.  It  is  mixed  in  the 
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composition  of  the  weak  minded.  Those  who  have  a  mind  to 
employ,  and  a  heart  to  improve,  have  no  inclination  to  be 
proud.” 

“  A  little  rule — a  little  sway, 

A  sunbeam  in  a  winter's  day, 

Is  all  the  proud  and  mighty  have 
Between  the  cradle  and  the  grave.” 

Our  unworthiness  in  the  sight  of  God,  we  should  never 
forget.  This  will  teach  us  lowliness,  and  demand  submission. 
Walk  humbly,  therefore,  before  Him,  and  mildly  among  your 
brethren,  and  cast  pride  and  arrogance  aside.  They  are  foes 
to  the  Masonic  virtues,  and  offensive  in  the  sight  of  Heaven. 

Brotherly  Love  inculcates  also  Forbearance.  How  seldom, 
if  this  spirit  were  exercised  at  the  proper  period,  would  we 
be  called  upon  to  notice  the  disputes  of  those  who  consider 
them.selves  rational  beings.  How  rarely  would  our  own  halls 
witness  the  controversy  between  Brother  and  Brother,  if  in 
the  outset  this  virtue  had  possessed  either  one  or  the  other  of 
the  disputants.  “  .4  soft  word  turneth  awa}"  wrath,”  while  an 
angry  one  kindles  the  fire  that  sometimes  consumeth.  Take 
care  then,  my  Brethren,  in  your  intercourse  with  each  other 
and  the  world,  to  avoid  committing  yourselves  by  hasty 
speech  or  action.  Reason  is  given  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
you  to  control  the  degrading  propensities  of  your  nature.  It 
teaches  you  to  command  your  temper,  and  to  keep  in  check 
your  passions;  and  if  you  do  not  so  exercise  it,  and  sliew  its 
power,  you  are  little  better  than  the  brute  which  perisheth 
by  the  way  side.  It  teaches  you  not  only  to  restrain  temper 
and  curb  passion,  but  it  does  more — it  calls  upon  you  to  ex¬ 
ercise  patience,  and  endure  much — and  be  indulgent  towards 
those  who  may  press  you  harshly,  rather  submitting  to  in¬ 
jury,  than  seeking  to  resent  wrong.  Forbear  towards  others. 
Brethren,  as  you  need  forbearance  yourselves,  and  it  will  be 
in  the  end,  to  your  profit  and  joy,  not  to  your  loss  and  sorrow. 

Brotherly  Love  enjoins  Kindness.  You  are  not  merely  to 
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be  humble  and  forbearing,  but  you  are  also  to  be  kind.  Kind¬ 
ness,  is  the  disposition  to  do  good  lo  others.  It  is  indicative 
of  tenderness  in  our  nature,  and  springs  from  pure  love.  It 
prompts  us  to  make  others  happy,  by  yielding  to  their  reason¬ 
able  requests,  or  assisting  them  whenever  distress  has  crossed 
their  path,  or  made  its  way  to  their  fireside.  It  is  a  noble 
trait,  and  should  be  cultivated  by  the  true  Mason.  Brethren, 
be  kind  to  one  another,  be  kind  to  all — lay  up  for  yourselves 
in  its  indulgence  a  rich  harvest  for  the  soul’s  consolation,  when 
the  hand  of  sickness  shall  smite  you  down,  and  the  scythe  of 
death  imprint  its  pallid  mark  upon  your  brow.  Oh!  what  a 
consolation,  when  tlie  spirit  is  about  to  wing  its  flight  to  the 
untried  future,  for  it  to  leave  the  earth  amid  the  sighs  of  those, 
with  whom  its  communion  here,  was  peace  and  happiness — 
to  know  that  it  goes  to  its  final  account,  the  prayers  of  the 
good  and  just  ascending  with  it  to  the  Judgment  seat  of  hea¬ 
ven,  there  interceding  for  that  mercy  we  shall  all  need  at  the 
Great  Day: — Brethren,  I  repeat,  be  kind  to  one  another! 

“  I5e  kind  to  all,  and  thus  fulfil, 

Tlie  first  j^real  duty  liere  below; 

T,et  words  of  love  our  heart’s  distil. 

To  mitifeate  a  brother’s  woe.” 

Brotherly  Love  demands  Truth.  If  there  be  an3^thing  cal¬ 
culated  to  bind  men  together,  and  to  keep  the  chain  unbroken, 
it  is  candour.  Frankness  in  intercourse,  begets  confidence — 
confidence,  respect —respect,  love.  Shew'  me  openness  of 
heart,  ingenuousness  of  mind,  sincerity — and  there  you  will 
discover  everything  to  admire,  nothing  to  condemn.  Without 
truth,  there  can  be  no  faith — no  love: — for  in  its  absence,  we 
have  neither  fidelity,  constancy,  honesty,  nor  virtue.  The 
man  of  truth  is  based  upon  a  rock,  against  which  the  waves 
of  slander  dash  in  vain.  High  in  the  ocean  of  life’s  tempests, 
he  rears  his  head  proudly  aloft,  and  bids  defiance  to  the  ele¬ 
ments.  The  Order  we  cherish  is  the  offspring  of  Truth — its 
foundation  is  the  Bible — the  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God,  and 


^5 


God  is  Truth.  Hold  fast,  then,  Brethren,  to  the  truth.  In^ 
speaking,  be  careful  not  to  let  fall  a  syllable  to  reflect  upon  or 
wrong  a  brother.  Use  not  a  word  to  his  disparagement  behind 
his  back,  and  be  temperate  and  mild  before  his  face,  even 
when  called  upon  by  a  sacred  regard  for  truth,  to  speak  re¬ 
provingly.  Slander  him  not  if  you  respect  yourself,  /egard 
the  Order,  or  love  truth.  Impute  no  wrong  to  him  through 
your  own  disappointments,  or  jaundiced  views; — and  when¬ 
ever  you  find  that  the  acts  or  doings  of  a  brother  are  about  to 
become  a  matter  of  question,  assume  (as  you  are  bound  to  do, 
if  the  solemn  compact  }mu  made  in  being  admitted  to  the 
Fraternity,  amounts  to  anything,)  that  his  motives  were  pure, 
and  his  deeds  honest,  until  the  contrary  be  shew  n,  according 
to  the  usages  of  the  Order.  Do  not  insinuate  in  advance^  or 
charge  upon  surmise,  or  condemn  unheard.  Hear  the  truth 
before  you  judge,  and  when  you  judge,  speak  the  truth  after 
judgment — “  nothing  extenuating,  nor  setting  down  aught  in 
malice.’’  In  this  remember  and  practise  upon  the  golden  rule 
of  doing  unto  others  as  ye  would  that  they  should  do  unto 
you.  Deal  tenderly  with  the  failings  of  each  other,  and  if 
truth  compels  you  to  speak  that  which  reflects  no  credit  upon 
a  brother,  do  it  more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger,  and  shew  that 
you  would  gladly  wipe  away  the  recollection  of  his  error, 
and  be  happy,  much  more  happy,  to  give  the  truth  to  his 
honor  and  renown,  than  to  utter  it  to  his  disgrace  and  shame. 

Brotherly  Love  exacts  You  should  give  to  all  men, 

but  especially  to  your  brethren,  that  w  hich  is  their  due — fully, 
freely,  readily.  There  should  be  in  all  your  actions,  strict 
conformity  to  the  principles  of  rectitude.  Honesty  and  integ¬ 
rity  should  govern  )mu  in  ever}^  transaction,  whether  in  the 
every  day  business  life,  or  in  your  Masonic  intercourse.  To 
be  just,  you  must  be  impartial  in  the  expression  of  your 
opinions,  and  these  should  never  be  lightly  hazarded  in  re¬ 
gard  to  a  brother  when  they  affect  his  standing  in  the  Lodo-e, 
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or  his  character  as  a  man  or  a  mason.  These  are  treasures  of 
great  value  to  him,  and  the  jewel  reputation  once  lost,  the 
casket  is  robbed  of  all  that  gives  it  a  charm,  and  is  regarded 
as  worthless  thereafter.  A  good  name,  in  the  Lodge  or  out  of 
it,  is  dear  to  every  brother;  and  let  the  principles  of  rectitude 
impress  and  sway  you  so  as  to  check  even  the  thought,  much 
less  the  whisper,  of  wrong.  Be  just,  too,  before  you  are 
generous,  and  waste  not  that  for  your  own  gratification,  which 
is  rightfully  anothers.  Deal  by  a  brother,  as  you  would  have 
him — nay,  as  you  would  have  all  men,  deal  by  you.  Practise 
upon  this  rule,  and  you  will  find,  not  merely  your  Masonic 
but  your  business  and  social  life,  robbed  of  many  of  its  thorns, 
and  made,  comparatively,  an  easy  path  to  travel.  To  be  just, 
is  to  be  great — to  rise  superior  to  the  selfishness  of  our  natures 
— abhorring  vice,  and  cherishing  virtue. 

Finally — Brotherly  Love  is  Charity.  Comprehensive  word 
— covering  all  the  virtues  of  which  the  human  heart  is  sus¬ 
ceptible.  Through  the  deeds  its  observance  prompts,  Masonry 
strives  to  make  herself  acceptable  to  the  human  family,  and 
commend  her  Institutions  to  the  favoring  smiles  of  a  benig¬ 
nant  Providence.  Charity,  is  supreme  love  to  God,  and  con¬ 
tinual  good  will  to  men.  This  feeling  prompts  to  the  noblest 
acts  of  which  our  nature  is  capable.  We  strive  in  its  indul¬ 
gence,  to  imitate  the  angels,  to  give  to  our  doings,  as  far  as 
possible,  something  of  the  sweetness  and  purity,  which  per¬ 
vades  the  mansions  of  Bliss,  in  the  better  world  to  which  we 
all  are  hastening.  It  inclines  us  to  think  favorably  of  every 
man,  and  of  every  Mason;  and  to  do  them  good  on  all  fitting 
occasions.  It  prompts  liberality  to  the  poor,  not  merely  of  our 
own  Order,  but  wherever  found;  and  leads  us  to  the  abodes 
of  the  afflicted  and  despairing,  with  the  means  of  consolation 
and  relief.  It  makes  us  generous  in  our  gifts  for  all  purposes 
of  general  utility,  whether  to  improve  the  mind,  or  amelio¬ 
rate  the  condition  of  our  fellows.  It  induces  a  disposition  to 
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think  generously,  and  put  the  best  construction  on  the  words 
and  acts  of  others.  It  is  benevolence. — It  is  universal  love, 
such  as  religion  enjoins  upon  us  to  practise  each  to  the  other; 
and  we  should  never  consign  ourselves  to  the  pillow  of  rest 
at  night — or  commence  in  the  morning  with  the  labors  of  the 
day,  before  repeating  the  commandment  “  Love  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself,”  with  a  firm  resolution  to  live  up  to  its  requirement. 

Of  all  the  Christian  virtues,  Charity  is  the  purest  and  noblest. 
In  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  it  is  the  richest  jewel  of  the  Order, 
and  should  ever  shine  with  dazzling  lustre.  Through  its  sway, 
the  heart  is  ever  open  to  the  tale  of  sorrow,  and  the  hand 
ready  to  grant  relief  in  a  season  of  calamity.  -Cold  and  un¬ 
feeling  as  the  outer  world  may  have  been  to  the  afflictions  and 
sufferings  of  a  brother,  here  he  can  approach  unhesitatingly, 
and  find  sympathy,  kindness,  and  love.  The  god-like  offices 
of  this  virtue  are  identified  with  the  Masonic  Order.  Through 
them  she  acquires  her  charm,  exerts  her  sway,  maintains  her 
strength,  and  will  perpetuate  her  power  and  existence.  It  is 
the  pride  and  the  glory  of  the  Institution,  for  within  her  tem¬ 
ples  Charity  is  ever  present,  prompting  to  acts  of  the  most 
disinterested  and  affectionate  kind — acts  that  produce  comfort 
and  joy,  where  poverty  and  distress  have  preyed  upon  the 
spirits,  wasted  the  frame,  and  exposed  the  heart  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  to  the  iron  of  despair.  Charity,  in  the  language  of 
another,  “  is  a  resplendent  emanation  of  the  Deity,”  and  in 
gratifying  the  impulse  it  gives  birth  to,  we  approach,  as  far  as 
it  is  possible  for  our  imperfect  and  frail  natures  to  do,  the 
attributes  of  those  winged  messengers  of  Light  and  Love  who 
surround  the  Temple  which  is  eternal  in  the  heavens,  “Cry¬ 
ing,  Holiness  to  the  Lord.” 

“  The  Widows’  tear,  the  Orphans’  cr}’ — 

All  wants — our  ready  hands  supply, 

As  far  as  power  is  given: 

'['he  naked  clothe,  the  pris’ner  free — 

These  are  thy  works,  sweet  Charity, 

Revealed  to  us  from  Heaven.” 
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I  have  thus,  Brethren,  slightly  touched  upon  the  duties 
which  Masons  owe  to  each  other.  Humility,  Forbearance, 
Kindness,  Truth,  Justice,  Charity — should  mark  their  every 
action.  These  will  be  impressed  upon  you  by  the  implements 
peculiar  to  the  Craft,  and  which  are  emblematical  of  our  con¬ 
duct  in  life.  The  Holy  Bible  guides  to  the  path  of  Truth — 
directs  you  to  the  temple  of  Happiness,  and  points  out  man’s 
responsibility — the  Square,  teaches  you  to  regulate  your  ac¬ 
tions  by  tbe  principles  of  morality  and  virtue — the  Compass, 
to  limit  your  desires — the  Rule,  that  you  should  press  onward 
in  the  path  of  integrity- — the  Line,  to  avoid  deceit — the  Level, 
that  we  are  descended  from  the  same  stock,  partake  of  the 
same  nature,  and  share  the  same  hope — and  the  Plumb,  that 
we  should  walk  uprightly,  and  hold  the  Scales  of  Justice  with 
equal  poise. 

Love  to  Man — Love  to  God: — This  is  the  foundation  of 
Masonry.  It  is  its  vitality — its  spirit — the  Promethean  spark. 
We  cannot  truly  love  God,  if  we  love  not  the  noblest  work 
of  his  hands.  It  is  this  love,  broad,  deep,  and  fervent,  which 
binds  the  Fraternity  together — constituting  it  a  mighty  bro¬ 
therhood — uniting  us  to  the  past — holding  us  in  the  present 
— and  to  send  us  to  the  future,  even  unto  the  end.  Cultivate 
then.  Brethren,  this  noble  feature  of  the  Mystic  Tie: — Let 
your  hearts  ever  be  open  to  it — your  voices  teem  with  it — 
your  actions  be  governed  by  it.  Never  let  it  grow  cold  through 
distrust,  jealousy,  or  selfishness — but  let  its  atmosphere  sur¬ 
round  you,  and  produce  confidence,  support,  liberality.  The 
giver  then  will  be  blest  as  the  receiver,  and  Peace  and  Har¬ 
mony  crown  the  Order,  and  make  forever  firm  and  enduring 
the  pillars  of  our  Holy  Temple,  to  the  glory  of  the  great  God 
whose  all-seeing  eye  penetrates  the  heart  of  man,  and  wull 
reward  him  in  the  Lodge  above,  according  to  his  doings  in 
the  Lodge  below. 


